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Author’s Foreword 


The book “I’tikaf Course” which is a priceless gift for the 
Mu’takifeen? is in your hands. There were two primary reasons 
for its compilation: 


1- Many Muslims perform the Ibadah? of I’tikaf in the last ten 
days of Ramadan. The blessed moments of Ramadan, the 
remembrance of Allah and His worship, in the blessed environs of 
the Masjid, has its own natural resplendence, but due to 
ignorance of the rules of I’tikaf, innumerable errors occur, to the 
extent that, at times, even the I’tikaf becomes invalid. For this 
reason, a great need was perceived to compile the essential 
rulings of I’tikaf in a concise manner. 


2- The combination of ten days of seclusion and the spiritual 
environment of the Masjid creates an extremely valuable 
opportunity for the Mu’takif’s intellectual and _ practical 
reformation. When a person devotes himself to anything with 
determination, then, undoubtedly, it will penetrate his heart. For 
this reason, the need arose to compile such a course, which in 
keeping with ten days of I’tikaf, will be concise and effective. 


1 Mu’takifeen is the plural of Mu’takif. A Mu’takif is a person in I’tikaaf (confining 
oneself to the Masjid for the sake of Allah). 
? Ibaadah = a form of worship. 
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For these reasons, this course has been compiled, 
comprising of: essential rulings of I’tikaf, specific practices of 
’tikaf, some fundamental principles, and realities and a collection 
of 40 Ahadith on different topics. 


Every effort has been made to keep this course as brief as 
possible for ease in its learning and teaching. Accordingly, Masail 
are stated without the evidences they are based on. 


Achieving maximum benefit from the Course 


One method of benefitting from this course is for the 
Imam or an Alim linked to the Masjid to set one time in which to, 
daily, teach the course to the Mu’takifeen and wherein they may 
discuss the same. A second time is set for the lesson to be 
repeated wherein the Alim will listen to the course being 
explained by the Mu’takifeen. To simplify matters, the course 
has been divided into 9 or 10 parts so that one part may be 
discussed every day. 


Another manner of benefitting from the course is to divide 
the 9 or 10 parts amongst the Mu’takifeen for their personal 
study. They will in turn revert to the Imam or an Alim for any 
areas that require clarification. However, the first method is 
easier and has greater benefit. 


Give great importance to making Dua during your I’tikaf 
and make special Dua for the safety of the Muslim world. Kindly 
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remember this incapable one in your Duas as well, that Allah 
Ta’ala may use him for His Deen and grant him a death on Iman. 


Was Salam 


Muhammad Ilyas Ghuman 


Markaz Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah, Khanqah Hanfia, Sarghoda 
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The Virtues and Rules of I’tikaf 
Definition of |’tikaf 


The linguistic meaning of I’tikaf is “to wait” or “to stop”. 
The person performing I’tikaf “waits” and “stops” at a specific 
place (the Masjid for men and a specified place in the home for 
women). Therefore, it is called “I’tikaf”. 


Virtues of I’tikaf 


cll Gly. rpbiag Aale ail phe Cail ¢.9) gic ail pay Ale Ce 
ai ail REVS i Glas) rer ANN) pia Casa, Gls pling auto au) (glia 
«og (a 44) 95) CASE) 


Hadhrat Aisha Radhiyallahu Anha reports, “Rasulullah 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam would perform I’tikaf in the last ten 
days of Ramadan until Allah decreed his passing away. After his 
demise, his wives would perform I’tikaf.” (Bukhari) 


Ob pling ale ah lie Guill ve Lagi A coi Cul HI Ce 
GUE IS GS GO GN Gag AEG cl Dad ail Ag PLA Lay CASE! G5,» 

Hadhrat Ibn Abbas Radhiyallahu Anhuma reports that 
Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Whoever performs 
’tikaf for a day seeking the pleasure of Allah, Allah will create a 
barrier of three trenches between him and Jahannum; every 
trench will wider than the distance between the sky and the 
earth. (Mu’jamul Awsat) 
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Note: Subhanallah! When the I’tikaf of just one day holds this 
virtue, then what will be the virtue of ten days of I’tikaf in the 
blessed month of Ramadan? Fortunate are those individuals who 
spend the blessed hours of Ramadan in l’tikaf and become 
worthy of this reward. 
Say Asal) (A OB ling gle i) Le i) Dg GI ute oH CE 
UGS citi) Joles Ua bye Ad 6 49 cc gill Cissy 

Hadhrat Ibn Abbas Radhiyallahu Anhuma reports that 
Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Those in |’tikaf are 
protected from sin and every good deed is recorded for them as 
if they had actually performed them.” (Ibn Majah) 


Note: This Hadith mentions two benefits of I’tikaf: 


1. As long as the Mu’takif is in I’tikaf, he is saved from sin. 

2. The good deeds that he would perform outside the Masjid, 
like visiting the sick, performing Janazah Salah, assisting 
the poor, sitting in the gatherings of the Ulama, will be 
recorded in his books of deeds even though he is unable to 
perform them due to his I’tikaf. 


45 Gye ati Le Ad 58 LLU g Ula) CaSIEN Cy 


Another Hadith mentions, “Whoever performs |’tikaf for 
the pleasure of Allah with faith and sincerity, his previous sins will 
be forgiven.” (Kanzul Ummal) 


Note: The sins being forgiven in this Hadith refers to minor 
sins because repentance is a condition for the forgiveness of 
major sins. However, if the Mu’takif spends the blessed moments 
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of I’tikaf, begging in earnest from Allah with sorrow and tears, 
asking Allah’s forgiveness with sincerity and promising never to 
commit the same again, then there is no doubt that his major 
sons will also be forgiven. In this case, the meaning of the Hadith 
of Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam will also encompass 
major sins that will be forgiven during the I’tikaf. It is, therefore, 
essential for the Mu’takif to repent and seek forgiveness from 
Allah. 
a) A gles pling ail ay phe ai) Ysa IS 2G utute Se 
qb Ga AGW) pda ABN ALL 19585) 2st Glia de SIN 
Hadhrat Aisha Radhiyallahu Anha reports, “Rasulullah 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam would perform I’tikaf in the last ten 
days of Ramadan and he Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam would say, 
‘Search for Laylatul Qadr in the last ten nights of Ramadan.” 
(Bukhari) 


Note: The purpose of I’tikaf is to find Laylatul-Qadr, the 
virtue of which exceeds a thousand months. Further, this Hadith 
indicates the importance of searching for Laylatul-Qadr in the last 
ten nights from which the odd nights have specified in other 
Ahadith. Hence, it is best to spend every night of the last nights in 
worship. At the very least, we must endeavour to spend the odd 
nights in worship. 
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Categories and Rules of I’tikaf 


There are three categories of I’tikaf: Wajib?, Sunnah* and 
Nafl°. 


Wajib I’tikaf 
’tikaf becomes Wajib on two occasions: 


1. If one takes a vow to perform I’tikaf, it becomes Wajib 
2. If one nullifies the Sunnah I’tikaf, its Qadha® becomes 
Wajib. 


Rules of Wajib I’tikaf 


1. When a person vows to perform I’tikaf, I’tikaf becomes 
Wajib whether the vow was conditional or not. 

2. A vow has no effect if only intended in the heart. It only 
comes into effect when stated by the tongue. 

3. It is necessary to fast when performing an I’tikaf by vow, 
irrespective of whether the fast is of Ramadan or another 
month or whether the I’tikaf is in Ramadan or another 
month. 


3 Wajib = Compulsory 

4 Sunnah = The practice of Rasulullah Sa/laliahu Alayhi wa Sallam 
5 Nafl = Optional or voluntary 

5 Qadha = performance of a missed or nullified worship 
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4. \|f a person vows to perform I’tikaf for a day, then only one 
day becomes compulsory. If he intended 24 hours with his 
vow, then 24 hours becomes compulsory. 

5. If a person takes a vow, stating that | will perform I’tikaf 
for only one night and in his heart he intends the day as 
well, then this vow is invalid. This is because fasting cannot 
be done at night. 

6. If a person vows to perform I’tikaf for more than one day, 
then he will have to perform I’tikaf for the intended 
amount of days including its nights. Similarly, if a person 
vows to perform I’tikaf for more than one night, then he 
will have to perform I’tikaf for the intended amount of 
nights including its days. 

7. \f a person vows to perform I’tikaf for more than one day 
and his intention is only to perform I’tikaf during the day 
and that he will leave the Masjid at night, his intention is 
valid. This person will have to be in the Masjid before 
Subah Sadiq’ and may leave after sunset. 

8. If a person vows to perform I’tikaf for a number of days, 
then it is Wajib for the I’tikaf with its fast to be kept on 
consecutive days. A break is not allowed between those 
days. However if at the time of taking the vow, the person 
specified verbally that he will keep I’tikaf on different 
days, then this is permitted. 


7 Subah Saadiq = True dawn, the time when sehri ends. 
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9. The reasons for which a person is allowed to leave the 
Masjid during Sunnah I’tikaf are the same for Wajib I’tikaf. 
Similarly, the reasons that prohibit leaving the Masjid for 
Sunnah I’tikaf apply to Wajib I’tikaf as well. 


Sunnah I’tikaf 


Sunnah I’tikaf refers to the I’tikaf that takes place in the 
last ten days of Ramadan. 


Rules of the Sunnah I’tikaf 


1. The Sunnah I’tikaf of Ramadan commences at the sunset 
of the 20" day of fasting and ends when the moon of Eid is 
sighted. The Mu’takif should ensure that before the sunset 
of the 20" day he is present in his place of I’tikaf. 

2. The I’tikaf of Ramadan is Sunnah Mu-akkadah® Alal 
Kifayah?. This means that if even one person performs 
’tikaf in any Masjid of each suburb of a city or any Masjid 
in a village, then the Sunnah will be fulfilled on behalf of all 
its residents. However, if no one person performs I’tikaf, 
then every one of them will be sinful. 


8 Sunnah Mu-akkadah = an emphasized Sunnah that Rasulullah continuously 
performed. 

° Alal Kifayah = Actions whose performance is necessary, e.g. bathing a deceased 
Muslim. The amount of people performing the action is irrelevant so long as the 
action itself is fulfilled. 
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. In whichever suburb or village I’tikaf is performed, the 
Sunnah will be fulfilled on behalf of its residents even if 
the person performing I’tikaf is not from the area. 

. Performing I’tikaf of a few days during the last ten nights 
of Ramadan is a Nafl I’tikaf, not a Sunnah I’tikaf. 

. Women will perform I’tikaf in their homes instead of the 
Masjid. 

. In performing the Sunnah I’tikaf, it is sufficient to have this 
intention in the heart, “| am performing the Sunnah I’tikaf 
of the last ten days of Ramadan for the pleasure of Allah.” 

. It is not permissible to pay someone to sit for I’tikaf. 

. If more than one person sits for I’tikaf then everyone will 
receive the reward. 


. The intention for I’tikaf should be made before the sunset 


of the 20" day. If a person is in the Masjid on time but 
makes intention for I’tikaf after the sun has set, then he 
has missed the Sunnah I’tikaf. 


10. The following requirements are necessary for the validity 


of the Sunnah I’tikaf: 


To be a Muslim 
To be sane 
To make the intention for I’tikaf 


Qaoo0 o 


For men to make I’tikaf in the Masjid 
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e. For men and women to be free from Janabat?®. 
This is a condition for the permissibility, not validity, 
of the I’tikaf. Therefore, if a person begins his I’tikaf 
in this condition, the I’tikaf will be valid but he will 
be sinful for doing so. 

f. Women must not be in Haidh*! or in Nifas?’. 

g. The person must be fasting. If during the I’tikaf, a 
person is unable to fast for one day or if the fast 
breaks, the Sunnah I’tikaf will also break. 

h. If a person did not fast in the first twenty days of 
Ramadan or if he did not perform Taraweeh, he 
may still perform I’tikaf in the last ten days. 

i. Ifa person has a condition where his body emits an 
offensive odour or if he has an illness that 
inconveniences others, then he should not sit for 
l’tikaf. However, if the offensive odour is light and 
can be masked by the use of deodorant, etc. and 
others will not be inconvenienced, he may sit for 
I’tikaf. 


10 Janabat = the condition that necessitates taking a bath e.g. after conjugal relations. 
1 Haidh = Menses 
1 Nifas = Post birth bleeding 
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Actions permitted in I’tikaf 


al 


WwW 


a oan 


Eating and drinking (on condition that the Masjid is not 
soiled) 
Sleeping 


. Speaking when necessary 


Getting married or performing someone else’s marriage or 
entering into a contract. 

Changing one’s clothes 

Applying Itr or deodorant 

Applying oil 

To comb one’s hair (on condition the Masjid carpet, etc. is 
not soiled) 

To assist a sick person in the Masjid, write a prescription 
or advice on medication. If this is done without 
remuneration then it is permitted, otherwise it is 
Makrooh. 


10. Washing utensils 


11.To purchase necessities on condition that the actual goods 


are not brought into the Masjid as it is not permitted to 
make the Masjid a place of commerce. 


12.For a woman to breastfeed her child 


13. For the Mu’takif to enclose his sleeping area with a curtain 


14.For a Mu’takif to change his sleeping place within the 


Masjid 


15.According to necessity, to keep bedding, toiletries, 


utensils, basins and Kitabs for reading in the Masjid. 
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Actions prohibited in I’tikaf 


ue 
2. 


Oe. ae 


Speaking when there is no need 

To relate immoral, useless, and false stories or to bring 
into the Masjid such literature that has un-Islamic content, 
newspapers and magazines with animate pictures, or 
newspapers with false information and to read them or 
hear them. 

To bring into the Masjid more items than is necessary 

To waste Masjid electricity, gas or water 

To smoke cigarettes or Hookah in the Masjid. 

To have cupping done on oneself or to perform cupping in 
lieu of a fee. However, if someone is in medical need of 
cupping and cannot find a person who does cupping free, 
then he may have cupping done on himself in such a way 
that he remains in the Masjid and the person doing the 
cupping is out of the Masjid. 


Relieving oneself 


The Mu’takif may leave the Masjid for using the toilet, the 


details of which follow hereunder: 


1. 


A person should use a toilet near the Masjid for urination 
or defecation. 

If there are toilets attached to the Masjid, the Mu’takif 
should use the same. If such toilets are not available then 
he may proceed to where he can relieve himself even if it 
is at a distance from the Masjid. 
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3. 


If the toilets are occupied, there is no harm in waiting for 
one to become available. However, once a person has 
relieved himself, it is not permissible to delay in returning 
for even a second. 

In going to relieve oneself and in returning a person may 
exchange a few words with others on condition that he 
does not delay in returning. 


Compulsory Ghusl (Bath) 


If it becomes compulsory for a Mu’takif to make Ghusl, 


then it is permitted to leave the Masjid for this purpose. The 


rulings of which follow hereunder: 


1. 


If a Mu’takif experiences a wet dream, whether by day or 
night, it will not affect his I’tikaf. 

If the Masjid has facilities for Ghusl, he should use those 
facilities. If the Masjid does not have Ghusl facilities or it is 
not possible to use those facilities, for e.g. the water may 
drip into the Masjid, it is permitted to leave the precincts 
of the Masjid for Ghusl. 

If a person has a wet dream when the weather is cold and 
there is no arrangement in the Masjid for hot water, and 
the use of cold water will affect his health, then he should 
make Tayammum and remain in the Masjid. He should 
inform his family so that hot water is prepared. If there is a 
place near the Masjid where he can have a hot water bath, 
he may go there. He should first inform them so that the 
24|Page 


hot water is prepared to enable him to perform Ghusl 
immediately and return.® 


Performing Wudhu 


The Mu’takif may leave the Masjid when Wudhu is 


necessary. The rulings of which follow hereunder: 


1. 


If the Masjid has a facility where the Mu’takif may perform 
Wudhu in the Masjid while the water falls out of the 
Masjid, then it is not permitted to leave the Masjid for 
Wudhu. If this facility is not available then he may leave 
the Masjid and perform Wudhu close by. 

It is permissible to leave the Masjid to make Wudhu for 
Fardh, Sunnah, or Nafl Salah as well as to perform Sajdah 
Tilawah or to touch the Quran, as Wudhu is required to 
perform these actions. However, a person may not leave 
the Masjid to make Wudhu for Tasbeeh, Zikr, and reciting 
Durood Shareef as these actions can be performed 
without Wudhu. 

If a person has Wudhu, then he is not permitted to leave 
the Masjid to perform a fresh Wudhu. 


13 This ruling is more applicable to rural areas where hot water is not easily available. 
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Leaving the Masjid for Food and drink 


1. 


2. 


If there is no one available to bring food to the Masjid 
then it is permitted to leave the Masjid for this purpose. 
The person should leave the Masjid when he knows the 
food will be ready. However, if he reaches home and the 
food is not ready, then he may wait a short while for the 
food. 

If someone was appointed to bring food to the Masjid but 
for some reason he was not able to, then the Mu’takif may 
leave the Masjid for food. 


Leaving the Masjid for Jumuah Salah 


1. 


It is better to perform I’tikaf in a Masjid where Jumuah 
takes place. However if Jumuah is not performed in the 
Masjid where the Mu’takif is residing then he may leave 
the Masjid for performing Jumuah. However, he should 
time his leaving in such a way that by the time he arrives 
at the Masjid for Jumuah he will only have time for 
performing four Rakats Sunnah before the Khutbah™ 
begins. 


. Ifa Mu’takif goes to another Masjid for Jumuah, then after 


the Fardh Salah, he may perform the Sunnah Salah as well 


4 Khutbah = Arabic sermon 
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but it is not permissible to remain thereafter. However, if 
he does reside for longer than necessary, his I’tikaf will not 
break because he is still in a Masjid. 

These rulings for Jumuah only apply to males, not females. 
This is because Jumuah is not Wajib on females, hence 
there is no need for them to go for Jumuah Salah nor is 
their going permissible. 


Leaving the Masjid to call the Azan 


1. 


If a Muazzin is performing I’tikaf and he has to leave the 
Masjid to call the Azan, he may do so. However, there 
should be no delay in returning to the Masjid. 

If there are two paths to the place of the Azan: one path 
that goes through the Masjid and the other that goes 
outside the Masjid, then he should use the path that goes 
through the Masjid. 


Miscellaneous Ruling 


If the Mu’takif leaves the Masjid for a valid reason and on 


returning meets a sick person, then while walking he may enquire 
about his health or make Salam. If a Janazah Salah is about to 
commence then in joining the Salah there is no problem. 
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Nafl I’tikaf 


There is not time stipulation for Nafl I’tikaf nor is fasting a 
condition for it. The rules of Nafl I’tikaf follow hereunder: 


1. Nafl I’tikaf may be performed in any Masjid whether Salah 
with Jamaat? takes place in it or not. 

2. Whether a person enters the Masjid with the specific 
intention of I’tikaf or for performing Salah or for any other 
reason and he makes the intention for I’tikaf, the reward 
of I’tikaf will be received. 

3. The Nafl I’tikaf will continue for as long as the person 
remains in the Masjid. When he leaves the Masjid, the 
l’tikaf ends. It does not break. 

4. In Nafl I’tikaf, it does not matter how often a person leaves 
the Masjid or enters it. 


Some beneficial practices in I’tikaf 


In performing I’tikaf, the Mu’takif leaves aside all other 
work and gives his time to the Masjid. Therefore, it is fitting that 
he sets aside all unnecessary work and instead of relaxing, 
engages in the recitation of the Quran, making Zikr and Nafl 
Ibadah. There are no specified Nafl Ibadah for I’tikaf but the 


15 Jamaat = Congregation 
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Mu’takif should strive to do whatever is in his capacity. There 
are some very beneficial Nafl Ibadah that a person generally does 
not find the time to do but I’tikaf provides an excellent 
opportunity to perform. We list, hereunder, some of these 
practices so that the Mu’takif may find ease in performing them. 


Tahiyyatul Wudhu 


The Salah of Tahiyyatul Wudhu is two Rakats to be 
performed after making Wudhu. There are great virtues 
mentioned in the Hadith about this Salah. Hadhrat Uqbah bin 
Aamir Radhiyallahu Anhu narrates that Rasulullah Sallallahu 
Alayhi wa Sallam has stated, “There is no Muslim who performs 
Wudhu, performing it excellently, and thereafter performs two 
Rakats of Salah, giving full attention to his Salah with his heart 
and the mind except that Jannah becomes compulsory for him.” 
(Muslim) 


The importance of this Salah can also be gauged from the 
Hadith of Hadhrat Abu Hurairah Radhiyallahu Anhu who reports 
that once Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam enquired, at the 
time of the Fajr Salah, “O Bilal, from all the deeds you have 
performed in Islam, inform me of the deed that gives you the 
most hope. For, indeed, | have heard the sound of your 
footsteps ahead of me in Jannah.” Hadhrat Bilal Radhiyallahu 
Anhu replied, “There is no deed that | have performed that gives 
me greater hope other than whenever | perform Wudhu, 
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whether by day or at night, | perform with that Wudhu 
whatever amount of Salah is written for me.” (Bukhari) 


Tahiyyatul Masjid 


With the exception of the prohibited times of Salah, 
whenever a Muslim enters the Masjid, it is Mustahab?® to 
perform two Rakats of Salah before sitting down. Hadhrat Abu 
Qatadah Radhiyallahu Anhu has narrated that Rasulullah 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam has said, “When any of you enters 
the Masjid, he should perform two Rakats before he sits.” 
(Bukhari) 


Ishrag Salah 


The time of Ishraq is 15-20 minutes after sunrise. Ishraq 
Salah comprises of two or four Rakats, the reward of which is 
equal to one Haj and Umrah. 


1. Hadhrat Anas Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that Rasulullah 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam has said, “Whoever performs 
the Fajr Salah with Jamaat and thereafter remains seated 
in the Zikr of Allah until the sun has risen and then 
performs two Rakats of Salah, will attain the reward of one 


16 Mustahab = Preferable 


30|Page 


Haj and Umrah.” Hadhrat Anas Radhiyallahu Anhu reports 
that Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam further added, 
“Complete, complete, complete.” (Tirmizi) 


2. Hadhrat Hasan bin Ali Radhiyallahu Anhuma reports that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam has said, “Whoever 
performs the Fajr Salah and thereafter remains seated in 
the Zikr of Allah until the sun has risen and then performs 
two Rakats of Salah, Allah makes it Haram on the Fire to 
burn or devour him.” (Shuabul Iman) 


Chasht Salah 


The Ahadith have mentioned great virtues for this Salah. It 
begins when a quarter of the day has passed and ends before 
Zawal. This is the preferred time for this Salah. However, if it 
performed at any time between sunrise and Zawal, then this is 
also permissible. Chasht Salah ranges from two to twelve Rakats 
of Salah. If one only reads two Rakats, he will gain its minimum 
virtue, Insha-Allah. Some virtues of this Salah mentioned in the 
Ahadith are: 


1. Hadhrat Abu Darda Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Whoever 
performs two Rakats of Chasht, his name will not be 
written from among the negligent ones. Whoever 
performs four Rakats of Chasht, his name will be written 
from among the worshippers. Whoever performs six 
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Rakats of Chasht, he will be sufficed for the day. Whoever 
reads eight Rakats of Chasht, his name will be recorded 
from among the obedient ones, and whoever reads twelve 
Rakats of Chasht, Allah will build for him a home in 
Jannah.” (Majmauz Zawaaid) 


. Hadhrat Abu Zar Radhiyallahu Anhu_ narrates that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Sadaqah 
(charity) becomes due on every joint of a person’s body at 
the beginning of the day. To say, ‘Subhanallah’ is charity, 
to say ‘Alhamdulillah’ is charity, to say ‘Laa ilaaha illal-laah’ 
is charity, to say ‘Allahu Akbar’ is charity, to enjoin good is 
charity, and to prevent from sin is charity. And two Rakats 
of Chasht will suffice for the charity of every joint of the 
body.” (Muslim) 


Awwabeen Salah 


Awwabeen Salah generally refers to the Salah performed 


after the Maghrib Salah. Its minimum is six and its maximum is 
twenty Rakats. It is better to read these six Rakats separately 
from the two Rakats Sunnah Muakkadah, but if it is joined with 
the two Rakats Sunnah Muakkadah, due to a lack of time, its 
virtue will still be attained. The Ahadith have recorded amazing 


rewards for this Salah: 


1. Hadhrat Abu Hurairah Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 


Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Whoever performs 
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six Rakats after Maghrib between which he commits no wrong, 
will receive the reward of twelve years of worship.” (Tirmizi) 


2. Hadhrat Ammar bin Yasir Radhiyallahu Anhu reports, “| 
saw my beloved Rasool Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam performing 
six Rakats after Maghrib and he would say, ‘Whoever performs 
six Rakats after Maghrib, his sins would be forgiven even if they 


mn) 


amount to the foam of the ocean.’” (Mujamul Awsat) 


3. Hadhrat Aisha Radhiyallahu Anha_ reports that 
Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Whoever performs 
twenty Rakats after Maghrib, Allah will build for him a home on 
Jannah.” (Tirmizi) 


Tahajjud Salah 


Of all the Nafl Salah, Tahajjud Salah holds the greatest 
importance and virtue. Its time commences after half the night 
has passed. The Sunnah method of performing this Salah is to 
sleep and then awaken to perform Tahajjud. Hadhrat Abu 
Hurairah Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that Rasulullah Sa/lallahu 
Alayhi wa Sallam said, “The most virtuous Salah after the Fardh 
Salah is the Salah of Tahajjud.” (Tirmizi) 


Hadhrat Ali Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that Rasulullah 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “There are lofty mansions in 
Jannah whose inside can be seen from the outside and whose 
outside can be seen from the inside.” A Bedouin stood up and 
asked, “Who will attain these lofty mansions?” Rasulullah 
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Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam replied, “It will be for those people 
whose speech is civil, who feed the poor, who constantly fast and 
who perform Salah at night while the rest of the world sleeps.” 
(Tirmizi) 


The Rakats of Tahajjud 


Rasulullah’s Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam practice in the 
Rakats of Tahajjud differed. Four, six, eight up to ten Rakats have 
been reported. 


1. Hadhrat Abdullah bin Qais says, “I asked Hadhrat Aisha 
Radhiyallahu Anha about the amount of Rakats Rasulullah 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam performed with the Witr 
Salah?” She replied, “Four with three (Witr), six with three, 
eight with three. His Witr with Tahajjud was never more 
than thirteen nor less than seven.” (Abu Dawood) 


2. Hadhrat Aisha Radhiyallahu Anha reports that Rasulullah 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam would perform nine Rakats at 
night including Witr. (Saheeh Ibn Khuzaimah) 


3. Hadhrat Jabir bin Abdillah Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam would perform 
thirteen Rakats after the Esha Salah. (Saheeh Ibn 
Khuzaimah) 
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Therefore, if possible, one should form the habit of 
performing eight Rakats of Tahajjud. If this is not possible then as 
many Rakats as possible should be performed. 


Salatut 7asbeeh 


Salatut Tasbeeh is a Salah that holds great virtue. It 
consists of four Rakats with one Salam. In every Rakat, the 
following Tasbeeh is recited 75 times: 


58) alg ad YY AN) Vg cay Atl g cad GL 


Subha-nalla-hi walhumdu-lilla-hi wa laa i-laa-ha illala-hu 
walla-hu akbar 


Hadhrat Abdullah bin Abbas Radhiyallahu Anhuma has 
reported that Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam once said to 
Hadhrat Abbas Radhiyallahu Anhu, “O Abbas! O my uncle! 
Should | not give you something? Should | not favour you? 
Should | not award you? Should | not instruct you in ten 
performances which if you fulfil, Allah will forgive your sins, the 
first of them and the last of them, sins of the past and sins of 
the present, those committed unintentionally and those 
committed intentionally, the minor sins and the major sins, 
those committed in secret and those committed in public? 


The ten performances are: perform four Rakats reciting 
Surah Fatiha and a Surah on each of them. When you complete 
the Qira’ah (recitation of Quran) in the first Rakat recite, ‘Subha- 
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nalla-hi_ walhumdu-lilla-hi_ wa laa i-laa-ha_illala-hu_ walla-hu 
akbar 15 times while standing, then perform Ruku’ and recite it 
in Ruku’ ten times, then stand from Ruku’ and recite it ten times, 
then perform Sajdah and recite it ten times in Sajdah, then sit up 
from Sajdah and recite it ten times, then perform Sajdah and 
recite it ten times, then sit up and recite it ten times. This equals 
75 times in every Rakat. You will do the same in each of the four 
Rakats. If you are able to perform this Salah every day, then do 
so. If you cannot do this, then perform it every Jumuah; if you 
cannot do this, then every month; if you cannot do this, then 
every year and if you cannot do this, then once in your lifetime.” 
(Abu Dawood) 


The other prescribed method for performing this Salah is 
to read the Tasbeeh 15 times after Thanaa’’ and before Surah 
Fatiha, then to read it ten times before Ruku, in Ruku, after 
arising from Ruku, in the first Sajdah, in the sitting between the 
Sajdahs and in the second Sajdah ten times each. After the 
second Sajdah, there is no sitting. Instead, one will stand up and 
follow the same procedure in the remaining three Rakats. 
(Tirmizi) 

A person can choose any of these methods. In each Rakat, 
the Tasbeeh will be recited 75 times. 


1” Thanaa = Subhaa-na-kallaa-humma wa bi-humdi-ka wa ta-baa-ra-kas-mu-ka wa ta- 
‘aa-laa jaddu-ka wa laa ilaa-ha ghay-ruk. 
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Tawheed 


Tawheed is to belief with heart and soul that Allah Ta’ala is 
One, without any partner in His being or His qualities and to 
submit only to Him as your Rabb?® and to no one and nothing 
else. 


Tawheed has three categories 
Tawheed Ruboobiyyat, Tawheed Uloohiyyat, and Tawheed Sifat 


1. Tawheed Ruboobiyyat 


To affirm the being of Allah and to accept with heart and 
soul that He is the only illah who has created the system of the 
universe and is the sole controller of it. He is the one who 
sustains the creation and He is the giver of sustenance, health, 
life, sickness, happiness, grief, children, and everything else. 


2. Tawheed Uloohiyyat 


Every form of worship should be only and solely for Allah. 
Salah, fasting, Haj, Zakat, Sadaqah, vows, and spiritual offerings 
are only for Allah and not for anyone else. 


18 Rabb = Creator and Sustainer 
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3. Tawheed Sifat 


Whatever quality is exclusive to Allah should never be 
attributed to anyone or anything else. For example, Allah is 
Aleem (All-Knowing), Khabeer (All-Aware), Qadeer (Omnipotent), 
and Alimul Ghaib (The Knower of the unseen). Allah Ta’ala has 
given a portion of His quality of //m (knowledge) to His creation. 
However, the true Knower and the Knower of the unseen is only 
Allah. The knowledge of the unseen, of everything that has 
occurred and will occur, i.e. the knowledge of every single thing 
in the universe, is not held by anyone accept Allah. 
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Nubuwwat and Risalat 


Definition of Nabi 


> A human who has received Wahi (Divine 
revelation); 

> Who is protected from sin, 

> And whose obedience is obligatory. 


1. The difference between a Rasool and a Nabi 


Rasool: A Messenger sent by Allah who is tasked with 
propagating Allah’s Law, delivering guidance and who has been 
given an independent Book or Scroll. 


Nabi: A Messenger sent by Allah who is tasked with 
propagating Allah’s Law, delivering guidance but to whom an 
independent Book or Scroll was not revealed. 


2. The number of Prophets and Messengers 


There were more Ambiya (pl. Nabi) than Rusul (pl. Rasool) 
as is mentioned in the Hadith that 124000 Ambiya were sent and 
313 Rusul. 


(Musnad Ahmad) 
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3. Humanity and Noor (Celestial light 


For the guidance of the creation, Allah sent Prophets and 
Messengers from humankind who were humans in their beings 
and Noor in their qualities. 


4. Sinless and Protected 


Every Nabi was protected from sin, i.e. a Nabi would not 
commit a minor or major sin, intentionally or unintentionally. 
This quality of “Sinlessness” was not something forced upon 
them, but every Nabi would avoid sin by choice. The difference 
between a Nabi and a Sahabi is that Allah Ta’ala would not allow 
a Nabi to commit a sin. It was possible for a Sahabi to sin but 
Allah would not allow that sin to remain in their Book of Deeds. 
Every Nabi was safeguarded from falling into sin and every 
Sahabah was protected from remaining in sin. Another reason 
why a Nabi is also called ‘Ummi’ is that just as a Nabi is born 
sinless from the womb of his mother, he remains sinless until he 
reaches the womb of his grave. 


The Life of Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam 


As the Ambiya Alayhimus Salam enjoyed a better and 
higher form of existence than other humans in this world, so too 
in the realm of Barzakh and the grave, there life is also of a 
superior nature. It is the unanimous belief of the Ahlus-Sunnah 
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wal Jama’ah that Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam and all 
the Ambiya Alayhimus Salam are alive in their graves and they 
perform Salah as well. 


Hearing of Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam 


If anyone recites Durood at the blessed grave of Rasulullah 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam, then Rasulullah Sal/laliahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam hears it himself. He who reads Durood from afar, the 
Durood is conveyed to him. 


Seal of Prophethood 


Hadhrat Muhammad Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam is the 
final Nabi and Rasool of Allah. His Shari-at and Book have 
abrogated all previous Shariahs and Books. There will never be a 
Nabi after Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam. Any wretched 
individual who claims a form of Prophethood after Rasulullah 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam is a Kafir and out of the fold of Islam. 
The belief of the finality of Rasulullah’s Sal/lallahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam Prophethood is so fundamental and essential that Imam 
A’zam Abu Hanifa (RA) has stated, “Whoever asks a claimant of 
prophethood for proof of his claim then he also becomes a Kafir, 
for Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam has stated, ‘There is no 
Nabi after me.’”” (Vanaagib Imam A’zam lil Bazdawi) 
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Descent of Hadhrat Esa A/ayhis Salam 


Allah Ta’ala lifted Hadhrat Esa Alayhis Salam, who was 
born without a father, to the heavens in his life. When Qiyamah 
draws near, he will descend on the Minaret of the Jami Masjid of 
Damascus. He will follow Hadhrat Imam Mahdi Radhiyallahu 
Anhu in the Asr Salah and will live for another forty or forty-five 
years. He will establish the Khilafat?? and will abolish the Jizya7°. 
He will kill the Jews and Dajjaal and will break the Cross, i.e. he 
will negate the Christian belief of Trinity. In this period, he will 
marry and have children as well. He will come to the grave of 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam and make Salam and 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam will reply to his Salam. At 
the end of his life, he will pass away in Madinah and will be 
buried with Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam in the Blessed 
Rawdha?!. 


19 Khilaafat = Islamic system of governance. 
20 Jizya = Tax paid by non-Muslims living in a Muslim country 
21 Rawdha = The august burial chambers of Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam 
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Qiyamat 


1. Definition of Qiyamat 


Dunya”? is the world of deeds and Aakhirah?? is the world 
of recompense. In Dunya, a person performs deeds in accordance 
to his capacity and in the Aakhirah, Allah will compensate in 
accordance to His status. The world of recompense is called 
Qiyamat. After belief in the oneness of Allah and the 
Prophethood of Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam, the most 
important belief is to believe in the occurrence of Qiyamat. 
Rejecting its occurrence will expel a person from the fold of 
Islam. The purpose of Qiyamat is for Allah Ta’ala to dispense 
justice to his slaves, i.e. those who were obedient to Him in 
Dunya will be blessed with rewards, and those who were 
disobedient will be punished. 


2. Death 


When the appointed time, at the end of a person’s life, 
arrives and the soul is removed by the command of Allah, as is 
the case with normal humans, or the ‘heart is collected’, as is the 
case with the leader of the Ambiya Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam, 
then this is death. The time for deeds ends with death, i.e. deeds 
that earn reward or incur punishment. 


22 Dunya = The present life 
23 Aakhirah = The hereafter 
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3. Types of Qiyamat 


Qiyamat has two types: 


1. Minor Qiyamat 2. Major Qiyamat 


Minor Qiyamat 


The period between death and resurrection is called the 
“Minor Qiyamat”. It is also called “Nafkhe Ula” (the first blowing) 
or “Nafkhe Imaatat” (the blowing of death). 


Major Qiyamat 


The period between resurrection and the entrance to 
Jannah or Jahannam is called the “Major Qiyamat”. 


4. Qabr (The Grave) 


The place where a person’s body or the parts of his body 
are laid to rest is called the “Qabr”. The life of the Qabr is also 
called “Aa-lame Barzakh”. Since the happenings that occur there 
are hidden behind a veil, it is called “Barzakh” **. 


*4 The literal meaning of Barzakh is a partition, a barrier or a dividing space. 
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5. The return of the soul and the Interrogation 


The soul is returned to the deceased for the Interrogation 
of the grave to take place. Munkar and Nakeer?° will ask the 
deceased three questions: Who is your Rabb? Who is your Nabi? 
What is your religion? 


If the deceased is a Mu’min, he will answer all three 
correctly, saying, “My Rabb is Allah, my Nabi is Muhammad 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam and my Deen is Islam.” 


An announcer will then call out, “Lay for him a bedding of 
Jannah, clothe him in the garments of Jannah and open for him a 
portal from Jannah.” The portal will be opened from which the 
fragrance of Jannah will reach him. His grave will then be 
widened for as far as the eye can see. 


If the deceased is a Kafir, then these questions will also be 
put to him. He will reply, “Woe to me, | do not know.” 


An announcer will call out, “Lay for him a bedding of fire, 
clothe him in garments of fire, and open for him a portal from 
Jahannam.” From that portal, the heat and scorching wind of 
Jahannam will enter. His grave will then contract until his ribs 
mesh into each other. 


25 Munkar and Nakeer are the angels charged with the Interrogation of the grave 
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6. Qiyamat and resurrection 


On the tenth of Muharram, the day of Friday, Qiyamat will 
occur upon Hadhrat Israfeel’s blowing of the Soor?®. Every living 
being will die from the sound of the Soor and system of the 
universe will be destroyed. After forty years, Hadhrat Israfeel will 
again blow the Soor and all creation will be returned to life and 
gathered on the Plains of Resurrection. Every person from the 
first to the last will be gathered in presence of Allah. The Day of 
Qiyamah will be fifty thousand years long. The sinners will be 
drenched in perspiration to the extent of their sins. The Wrath of 
Allah, Rabb of Honour will be manifest. Accountability and 
Reckoning will not yet commence. The heat and thirst will be 
beyond endurance. Mankind will converge on Hadhrat Adam 
Alayhis Salam begging him to beseech Allah Ta’ala to begin the 
Reckoning. He will send them to Hadhrat Nooh Alayhis Salam. 
Hadhrat Nooh Alayhis Salam will send them to Hadhrat Ibrahim 
Alayhis Salam. Hadhrat Ibrahim Alayhis Salam will send them to 
Hadhrat Moosa Alayhis Salam. Hadhrat Moosa Alayhis Salam will 
send them to Hadhrat Esa Alayhis Salam. Hadhrat Esa Alayhis 
Salam will send the creation to the presence of Rasulullah 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam. Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam will then fall in to Sajdah. His intercession will be accepted 
and the Reckoning will commence. 


26 Soor = the divinely created Horn or Bugle; the sound of which will shatter the 
heavens and earth. 
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7. The Reckoning 


Every person will be given his or her Book of Deeds. The 
righteous will be given their Book in the right hand while the 
sinners will receive it in the left hand. Receiving it in the right 
hand is the sign of good fortune and success and receiving in the 
left hand is the sign of misfortune and failure. When every person 
has read his or her book, the Reckoning will commence. The 
Ambiya Alayhimus Salam, Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam, 
his Ummah, Kiraman Katibeen2’, the limbs of the body and the 
earth will all be witnesses. The deeds will be weighed. The person 
whose good deeds are heavier will be successful and will enter 
Jannah and the one whose evil deeds are heavier will fail and be 
thrown into Jahannnam. 


8. Pul Sirat2® 


Above Jahannnam lies a bridge which every person will 
have to cross. The successful will cross it with the speed of 
lightning. Others will cross it at slower speeds in accordance to 
their deeds. Those destined for Jahannnam will from the bridge 
into Jahannnam. 


27 Kiraman Katibeen = the angels charged with recording of deeds. 
8 pul Sirat = Lit. The Straight Bridge 
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9. Haudhe Kawthar22 


From the treasures that Allah Ta’ala will bestow upon His 
Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam is Kawthar, which Allah will 
grant to Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam on the Plains of 
Reckoning. Whoever will drink from its waters will never be 
afflicted by thirst thereafter. Only those who stayed on the 
original Deen will drink from it. Those who engaged in Bid’ah 
practices will be deprived of its water. 


10. Entrance to Jannah and entrance to Jahannam 


Those Muslims whose good deeds are greater, some for 
whom intercession is made and some, only due to Allah’s grace 
and favour, will enter Jannah. Some will enter without reckoning, 
some after reckoning and others after suffering in Jahannam. The 
disbelievers, polytheists, and hypocrites will remain in Jahannam 
forever. 


29 Haudhe Kawthar = The lake or reservoir of Kawthar. Kawthar is a river of Jannah 
that Allah bestowed upon his Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam. The water of the 
River Kawthar will flow in to the Haudh from where Rasulullah Sallaliahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam will give his Ummah to drink. 
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Sahabah 


Definition of a Sahabi 


A “Sahabi” is that person who, in the state of Iman, spent 
some time in the company of Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam or Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam had seen him 
while in the state of Iman, and subsequently passed away with 
Iman. 


The greatness of a Sahabi 


After the Ambiya Alayhimus Salam, the Sahabah hold the 
highest position among mankind, as they were the ones who 
were first addressed by Wahi. Therefore, after the Sahabah, any 
individual irrespective of their devotion, worship and piety will 
never reach the rank of even the lowest Sahabi. As Hadhrat Abu 
Saeed Khudri Radhiyallahu Anhu has reported that Rasulullah 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam has stated, “Do not swear my 
Sahabah, for if one of you had to spend gold equivalent to 
Mount Uhud it would not reach one or even half a Mudd? of 
theirs.” 


30 Mudd = Unit of Volume approximately 775ml 
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The Benchmark of Iman and Aa’mal 


Allah Ta’ala has made the Sahabah the benchmark of Iman 
and Aa’mal. Only that Iman and Aa’mal will be accepted that are 
like the Sahabah’s. Allah Ta’ala states, “If their Iman is like your 
Iman (O Sahabah) then they have gained guidance.” (Surah 
Baqarah Verse 137) 


Note: The comparison to the Iman of Sahabah is a 
comparison of quantity, not quality. Meaning, on whatever the 
Sahabah brought Iman, you must also bring Iman. The quality of 
Iman that the Sahabah gained through their companionship of 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam is impossible to achieve for 
those who came after according to the Shariah. 


In the same vein, Allah Ta’ala has stated, “The first to bring 
Iman from the Muhajireen and Ansar and those who have 
followed them in righteousness, Allah is pleased with them and 
they are pleased with Him.” (Surah Tawbah, Verse 100) 


The Honourable Ahlul Bayt Radhiyallahu Anhum 


Rasulullah’s Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam pure wives, his 
three sons: Qasim, Abdullah and Ibraheem Radhiyallahu Anhum, 
his four daughters: Hadhrat Zainab, Hadhrat Ruqayyah, Hadhrat 
Ummu Kulthoom and Hadhrat Fathimah Radhiyallahu Anhun, and 
the children of his daughters are the Ahlul Bayt. Therefore, those 
people who consider only Hadhrat Fathimah Radhiyallahu Anha 
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to be of the Ahlul Bayt excluding the other children and wives 


have committed a grave error. 


Khilafat Rashidah?? 


The span of the Khilafat Rashidah lasted for thirty years 


after Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam. \t is also called 


Khilafat Nubuwwat (The prophetic successorship). The prophecy 


of these thirty was given in the following Hadith, “Khilafat 


(successorship) will last for the thirty years in my Ummah.” 


(Tirmizi) 


In these thirty years, four magnificent Sahabah were 


appointed as Khalifas in succession: 


Khalifah of the Muslims 


Period of Khilafat 


The first Khalifah, Sayyiduna Abu Bakr 
Siddeeq Radhiyallahu Anhu 


2 years, 3 months, 
10 days 


The second Khalifah, Sayyiduna Umar 
Farooq Radhiyallahu Anhu 


10 years, 5 months, 
21 days 


The third Khalifah, Sayyiduna Uthman 
Ghani Radhiyallahu Anhu 

The fourth Khalifah, Sayyiduna Ali Al- 
Murtadha Radhiyallahu Anhu 


12 years, 11 days 


4 years, 9 months 


31 Khilafat Rashidah = Lit. Rightly guided successorship 
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These four eminent personalities are known as the 
“Khulafa Rashideen” and are also called “Haq Chaar Yaar” (the 
Four True Companions). 


The Disputes amongst the Sahabah Radhiyallahu Anhum 


The disputes that occurred amongst the Sahabah 
Radhiyallahu Anhum like the Battle of the Camel and the Battle of 
Siffeen are considered as disputes that had no malicious or evil 
intent. The Sahabah that participated in these battles were not 
driven by love of position or wealth, and we should believe them 
free from giving in to lowly desires. These were the group whose 
training was done at the hands of Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam and it is, therefore, impossible for them to fall prey to 
base desire. There is ljma’3? that the greatest of this Ummah 
were the Sahabah Radhiyallahu Anhum. The highest of the 
highest non-Sahabi will never reach the rank of the lowest 
Sahabi, yet despite this, they were still human. Therefore, in 
accordance to human nature, the mistakes in judgement that 
sometimes occurred, do not, in any way, negate their piety or 
their trustworthiness. 


32 lima’ = Consensus of the Ummah, which ranks as the third source of Islamic Law 
after the Quran and the Sunnah. 
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The Position of the Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah 


For this reason, in regards to the disputes that occurred 
amongst the Sahabah, our position is to remain silent and 
whenever the Sahabah are mentioned, they are mentioned only 
with good. 


Once someone asked Imam Shafi’ee (RA) that what is the 
reality of the dispute between Hadhrat Ali Radhiyallahu Anhu and 
Hadhrat Aisha Radhiyallahu Anha? Who was right and who was 
wrong? Imam Shafi’i (RA) responded, “When Allah Ta’ala has 
protected our hands from involvement in that bloodshed, why 
should we blacken our tongues in discussing the same?” 


Criticism and the right to criticise 


It is a principle that seniors may take juniors to task over 
their actions but juniors do not have that right over their elders. 
The senior of the Sahabah is Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam and above Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam is Allah 
Ta’ala. If anyone has the right to take the Sahabah to task, then it 
is Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam or Allah Ta’ala. However, 
from their side is the declaration of their eternal happiness with 
the Sahabah. When this is the case, is there any scope for the 
latter generation to challenge them. Challenging the Sahabah is 
similar to spitting at the moon. 
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Ijtihad and Taqleed 


Definition of ljtihad 


Ijtihad refers to a special ability to derive rulings and 
extract verdicts through which the Imam or Faqeeh fully 
understands and comprehends the laws, dispensations, secrets, 
and reasons of the Quran and Ahadith, which are beyond the 
comprehension of the masses. Those who have this ability to 
derive rulings are called “Mujtahids”. Those who do not have this 
ability and, therefore, follow the rulings of a Mujtahid, are called 
“Muaqallid”. 


Necessity of Ijtihad 


The continuous changes in life constantly present new 
situations and challenges that require Islamic rulings. The 
solutions to these issues lie in the principles contained in the 
Quran and Sunnah but are not expressly mentioned therein. It is 
the work of the experts of the Quran and Sunnah to find these 
solutions. Every country has an established and comprehensive 
constitution and legal framework. When a new situation arises, it 
is the duty of the highest legal authorities to delve into the 
constitution and find the correct legal position to address that 
issue. In a similar manner, the expert Mujtahid deeply ponders 
over the Quran and Sunnah and finds the correct Islamic position 
on new matters that arise. Due to this, the Ummah will never 
become despondent of finding Islamic guidance in their lives. 
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When is |jtihad made? 


1. When a ruling is Ghair Mansoos, i.e. it is not clearly 
mentioned in the Quran or Sunnah, for e.g. taking an 
injection while fasting, conducting a Nikah by phone, 
buying shares in companies, taking out insurance, etc., 
then it is the duty of the Mujtahid to discover the correct 
ruling in these matters and it is the duty of those who are 
not Mujtahids to practice on the findings of the Mujtahid. 


2. When a ruling is mentioned in the Quran or Sunnah but 
there is another ruling mentioned which differs from it, i.e. 
there are differing religious texts on the same issue. In 
cases like this, it is the duty of the Mujtahid to determine 
which ruling is the abrogator and which is the abrogated, 
or which ruling is preferred, or to reconcile between the 
rulings, so despite the difference in rulings, the ruling 
applicable for practice is determined. 


55|Page 


3. For example, there are Ahadith which support Raf ul 
Yadayn??, like, “Indeed, Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam would raise his hands at every Takbeer.” (Sunan 
Ibn Majah) Differing with this are other Ahadith like, 
Hadhrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood Radhiyallahu Anhu once 
said, “Should | not perform with you the Salat performed 
by Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam?” He then 
performed Salah and only raised his hands once 
(referring to the initial raising of hands at the start of the 
Salah). (Sunan Nasai) 


From these differing narrations, Imam A’zam Abu Hanifa 
(RA) has determined the course of action based on the 
conclusion that the practice of Raf’ul-Yadayn was the initial 
practice in the early stages of Islam and the practice of not raising 
the hands was the latter practice. The Muhadditheen and Fuqaha 
have explained the principle that an initial practice is abrogated if 
it later changes. For this reason, the practice of Raf’ul-Yadayn 
that occurred in the early days of Islam is abrogated and the 
practice of not raising the hands, due to being the latter practice, 
is the abrogator. 


4. When a single text holds a possibility of multiple meanings 
but Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam did not qualify 


33 Raf’ul Yadayn refers to the practice of raising the hands when moving through 
some of the postures in Salah, like when moving from the standing position to Ruku 
and Sajdah. 
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any specific meaning, for e.g. “And divorced women 
should remain by themselves for three Quroo’.” (Surah 
Baqarah, Verse 228) 


This means that if a man divorces his wife then she should 
remain in Iddat for Athree menstrual cycles. The word 


wy 


“Quroo’” has the meaning of Haidh (menstrual cycle) and 
the meaning Tuhr (the clean period between menses) as 
well. Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam did not qualify 
any of the meanings. Imam Abu Hanifa (RA) gave 
preference to the meaning of Haidh (menses) based on 


other evidences. 


The responsibility of the masses 


The responsibility of the masses is to attain sufficient 
knowledge, practice on it, and acknowledge the virtue of the 
Mujtahid Ulama by implementing their teachings. The relaxations 
and concessions that are currently being granted in the name of 
“\jtihad” are nothing but an attempt to spread irreligiousness in 
the Ummah and a plot to create negativity against the pious 
predecessors. When the link between the Ummah and the 
Mujtahideen is broken, then the Ummah will resemble a bird 
without wings, easily ensnared in misguidance and 
irreligiousness. It is for this reason that Hadhrat Abdullah bin 
Masood has stipulated the following of the Sahabah and religious 
elders of the Ummah to be essential when he stated, 
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Translation: “Mankind will remain on piety as long as they 
take their knowledge from the Sahabah and their Elders. When 
they will take knowledge from juniors (like Doctor So-and-So and 
Professor So-and-So) they will be destroyed.” (Mujamul Kabeer) 


The Mujtahid Imams 


Numerous Mujtahid Imams have passed through the 
annals of Islamic history but Allah, in His wisdom, preserved the 
Figh of only four of the Mujtahid Imams. Even though the 
research and ljtihad of the other Mujtahid Imam is accepted and 
rewarded by Allah, their Fiqh has not been compiled and 
transmitted to the Ummah in the conclusive manner that the 
Fiqh of the four great Imams have. These four Mujtahid Imams 
are: Imam A’zam Abu Hanifa Nu’man bin Thabit, Imam Malik bin 
Anas, Imam Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Hanbal (famously known 
as Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal) and Imam Muhammad bin Idris 
Shafi’i Rahimahumullah. The greatest of these four is Imam 
A’zam Abu Hanifa (RA). 


Imam A’zam Abu Hanifa (RA) 


His name was Nu’man bin Thabit. According to the most 
correct view, he was born 80 years after the Hijrah and passed in 
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away in Baghdad in the year 150 Hijri. His honorific title was “Abu 
Hanifa”. ‘Hanafi’ and ‘Haneef’ refer to shunning all falsehood and 
turning to Allah alone. Due to Imam A’zam Nu’man bin Thabit’s 
quality of turning only to Allah, he was called “Abu Hanifa”. 


Removing a misconception 


Some people have fallen prey to the misconception that 
“Hanifa” was the name of Imam Saheb’s daughter. The incident 
goes that she guided Imam to a ruling and for this reason, he 
became famously known as Abu Hanifa. This is completely 
incorrect because Imam Saheb had only one child, a son, by the 
name of Hammad. Allamah Ibn Hajar Al-Haythami (RA) has 
stated, “Besides Hammad, he had neither a son nor a daughter.” 
(Al-Khairatul Hisan) 


The honorific title of Imam Abu Hanifa is similar to the 
titles: 


Abul Kalam and Abul Hasanat, etc.*4 


34 Abul Kalam literally means Father of Kalam. Kalam here refers to the study of 
Aqeedah (Religious Beliefs). This title is used for a person who gained prominence in 
the field of Aqeedah. Abul Hasanaat means Father of Good Deeds, which is a title 
bestowed on a person who excels in good deeds. These titles are not to show 
parentage but rather to indicate virtue. Similar is the title ‘Abu Hanifa’. 
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Imam A’zam in the view of other Imams 


A 


Imam Malik (RA) has stated regarding Imam Abu Hanifa 
(RA), “| have seen such a man, if he argued that a wooden 
pillar was gold, he would produce such proof that would 
compel you to accept his word.” (Ikmal) 


Imam Shafi’i (RA) in acknowledging the greatness of Imam 
Abu Hanifa (RA) has stated, “In the field of Fiqh, Mankind 
are the dependents of Abu Hanifa.” (Fiqh Ahlil Iraq wa 
Hadithi-him lil Kawthari) 


Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal (RA) has stated about Imam Abu 
Hanifa (RA), “He was from the men of piety, discarding the 
worldly life and dedicated to the hereafter. His position is 
such that none can reach him. Mansoor had him lashed by 
whip to force him to accept the position of magistrate yet 
still he refused. May Allah’s Mercy and Pleasure descend 
on him.” (Al-Khayratul Hisan) 


To gain further insight in the merits and virtues of Imam 


Abu Hanifa (RA), you may read the following: 


1. 


Imam A’zam Abu Hanifa ka Muhadithana Maqam (Imam 
A’zam Abu Hanifa’s eminence in the field of Hadith) by 
Hafiz Zuhoor Ahmad Al-Husayni 

Maqam Abi Hanifa Rahimahullah (The Status of Abu Hanifa 
Rahimahullah) by Moulana Sarfaraz Khan Safdar (RA) 
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3. Aatharul Hadith by Allamah Khalid Mahmood (PhD 
London) 


Besides these, the Ulama have compiled numerous works 
on this topic. 


Imam Malik (RA) 


Imam Malik bin Anas (RA), according to the most famous 
view, was born in the year 93 and according to authentic reports 
passed away in the year 179 Hijri. Imam Malik is a universally 
accepted master in the field of Hadith. Great Muhadditheen and 
renowned Fuqaha had the honour of being his students. From far 
off places like Egypt, the Western Cities, and Spain, group after 
group, in their longing for knowledge, would come to him in 
Madinah Munawwarah and would benefit from his company. Al- 
Zawadi has written in his Kitab, Manaqib Imam Malik, that Imam 
Shafi’i (RA) has stated, “If it were not for Malik and Sufyan, the 
knowledge of Hijaz (the Arabian peninsula) would have been 
lost.” 


Even though Imam Malik was himself a Mujtahid, he 
would consult with Imam Abu Hanifa, as his contemporary, in 
many rulings. He would afford Imam Abu Hanifa the greatest 
respect as from the four Imams, it was only Imam Abu Hanifa 
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who gained the honour of being a Taabi’ee**. For this reason, 
Imam Abu Hanifa holds a higher rank than the other three 
Imams. 


Imam Shafi’i (RA) 


Imam Muhammad bin Idris bin Al-Abbas Ash-Shafi’i (RA) 
was born in the year 150 Hijri. He is that fortunate Imam who 
studied the Maliki Fiqh directly from Imam Malik and who 
studied the Hanafi Fiqh at the hands of Imam Abu Hanifa’s 
esteemed student, Imam Muhammad bin Hasan Ash-Shaybani 
(RA). He was an exemplary composition of the knowledge of the 
masters of Hadith and the masters of Fiqh. That is why Imam 
Ahmad bin Hanbal (RA) has stated regarding him, “If Imam Shafi’i 
Rahimahullah did not exist we would not have gained the true 
understanding of Hadith.” (Tawaaliyut Ta’sees li Ibn Hajar Al- 
Asqalani) 


Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal (RA) 


Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal bin Hilal Az-Zahabi Al-Marwazi 
(RA) was born in Baghdad in the year 164 Hijri and passed away 
in Baghdad in the year 241 Hijri. In his search for knowledge, he 


35 Tabi’ee refers to a Muslim who had met the Sahabah. 
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travelled to Egypt, Makkah, Madinah, Yemen, and many other 
places. In defending the Belief that the Quran is uncreated, he 
suffered much abuse from the ruling powers of the time. In spite 
of the torture he suffered, his resolve did not falter for a second. 
He was an eminent Alim and Faqeeh. Imam Shafi’i (RA) has 
stated, “I departed from Baghdad and did not leave behind a 
man with more Takwa than (Ahmad) bin Hanbal.” 


(At-Tales banal Far) 
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Knowledge and Practice 


Allah Ta’ala had sent, for the guidance of mankind, many 
Ambiya and had revealed to them Books and Scrolls. The final 
revelation sent to His final Nabi, Hadhrat Muhammad Sallallahu 
Alayhi wa Sallam, was the Quran. 


The Quran has three essential rights on us: 


> Firstly, reciting the Quran, 
> Secondly, understanding the Quran and 
> Thirdly, acting upon the Quran. 


Reading the Quran 


It is the right of the Quran to be recited with correct 
pronunciation bearing in mind the rules of Qira’at and to learn 
the same under the guidance of an expert Qari. The correct 
recitation of the Quran cannot be achieved except by learning it 
from an expert Qari. It is for this reason that Rasulullah Sa/lallahu 
Alayhi wa Sallam has stated, “Learn the recitation of the Quran 
from four: Ibn Mas’ood, Salim Mawla Abi Huzaifah, Ubayy and 
Maaz bin Jabal.” (Bukhari) 


Understanding the Quran 


As a person requires the guidance of an expert Qari in the 
reading of the Quran; so too does one requires the guidance of 
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the Ulama and Fuqaha in the understanding of the Quran. This is 
because the Quran is that book that is an eternal miracle. Deep 
wisdom, secrets, eloquence, rhetoric, and intricate academic 
points are the adornment of the Quran. If the understanding of 
the Quran was readily grasped by every layperson, then it would 
not be a miracle. Its wonders and treasures are only understood 
by a select few who are called Mujtahideen and Fuqaha. It is for 
this reason that to understand the Quran, we must revert to the 
Ulama who understand it and know how to read it. 


Acting in accordance to the Quran 


The third level is to act in accordance to the Quran. As in 
the recitation of the Quran, we require the Qurraa®® and in 
understanding it we require the Ulama, similarly in practicing 
upon it we require the Mashaikh*’, in whose blessed company 
the Shariah becomes a person’s nature. In fact, the actual 
foundation for the advancement of every great Islamic 
personality who has lived was their connection with Allah. That is 
why the company of the Mashaikh and taking Bay’at for one’s 
personal reformation are very important. 


36 Qurraa is the plural of Qari 
37 Mashaaikh = Spiritual guides 
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The conditions for Bay’ at 


Without looking at the popularity of an individual, nor the 


amount of Mureeds he has, the following matters are to be 


considered: 


1. 


The person to whom Bay/’at is given should be from those 
who follow the Sirate Mustaqeem and he should be a 
devoted follower of the Sunnah. 


Sitting in his spiritual discourses should create a concern 
for the hereafter and one should perceive the closeness of 
Allah. 


He should remain far from every type of sin and 
immodesty, no matter how small, and the same quality 
should be found in those who have benefitted from his 
Spirituality. 


. Those who sit in his gatherings should be, predominantly, 


those who are religious and he should enjoy the support 
of the Ulama. 


He should have been given permission to accept Bay’at by 
a reputable Shaikh. 
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Forty Ahadith 
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Hadhrat Maaz bin Jabal Radhiyallahu Anhu narrates that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam has stated, “Whoever will 
preserve for my Ummah forty Ahadith relating to matters of 
Deen, Allah will resurrect him on the Day of Qiyamah as a Faqeeh 
and Alim.” (Kitabul Ilal li Daraqutni) 


Note: The Ahadith of Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam are part of the foundation of the Shariah. To memorise 
them and to practice on them are means of salvation and 
success. We have narrated forty Ahadith on various topics 
hereunder. Memorise them, practice on them, and convey them 
to others. 


1. The Pillars of Islam 
bug Aule ail glue il Uginy Jl 7d Lagic al Coty Gat Onl CF 
Beall all 'g cdl Ooty Wade Clg tl YI ANY Gh Baga sued te ALY! Cis 
6 Glia) a gang ally BLS 5M ell 
Hadhrat Ibn Umar Radhiyallahu Anhu_ narrates that 
Rasulullah Sal/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam has stated, “Islam is built 


on five things: 1. To testify that there is none worthy of worship 
but Allah and Muhammad is the Rasul-Messenger of Allah, to 
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establish Salah, to give Zakat, Hajj and the fast of Ramadan.” 
(Bukhari) 


Note: The continued existence of a building relies on_ its 
foundation. If the foundation is defective, then it is likely that the 
building itself will collapse. The foundation of Islam is built on the 
five aforementioned things. Remaining steadfast on them and 
incorporating them in one’s life are the means for the continued 
existence and protection of Islam. 


2. Finality of Prophethood 


Hadhrat Huzaifah Radhiyallahu Anhu narrates that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam has stated, “I am the last 
of the Ambiya. No Nabi will come after me.” (Musnad Ahmad) 


Note: The Finality of Prophethood (no Nabi will be created 
after Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam) is the unanimous 
view of the entire Ummah. Anyone who claims Prophethood 
after Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam is a blatant liar and a 
Daijjal. 
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3. Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam is alive 


valng able ci) hie a Csiny Ub AI i Gots ella GH ntl Ce 
aGugliads by gif cod BUSI sah, 


Hadhrat Anas bin Malik Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam has stated, “The Ambiya 
are alive in their graves, performing Salah.” (Musnad Abi Ya’la) 


Note: It is the unanimous belief of the Ahlus Sunnah wal 
Jama’ah that the Ambiya are alive in their blessed graves. 
Whoever rejects this belief is out of the fold of the Ahlus 
Sunnah wal Jama’ah. He is a bid’ati and astray and such a person 
may not be followed. It is the ruling of the Shariah that to 
perform Salah behind such a person is Makrooh Tahreemi. 


4. Preservation of the bodies of the Ambiya A/ayhimus Salam 

be G) OE pling aile i) hee Gill Ge Ae al ay il co asl de 
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Hadhrat Aws bin Aws Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam has said, “Indeed from the 
best of your days is the day of Jumuah. In it, Adam Alayhis Salam 
was created and in it was his demise, in it will be The Blowing and 
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in it will be The Unconsciousness. So increase your Salat upon 
me, for verily your Salat is presented to me.” The Sahabah 
enquired, “How will our Salat be presented to you when you 
(your body) has disintegrated?” Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam replied, “Indeed, Allah, the Noble and Majestic, has 
prohibited the earth from consuming the bodies of the Ambiya.” 
(Nasai) 


Note: As it is proven from this blessed Hadith that the physical 
body of Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam has complete 
involvement in the presentation of Durood Shareef, it is also 
proven from the question of the Sahabah, that it is necessary for 
Rasulullah’s pure body to be in existence together with the Rooh. 
This is because without a Rooh, the body is a corpse without 
feeling or perception. We learn from this that the preservation of 
the bodies of the Ambiya Alayhimus Salam is an additional proof 
for the Ambiya Alayhimus Salam being alive. 


5.The Hearing of Durood and Salam 


cya rly Age i) glia ai Usa J 2B Ae BN (a) BA onl Le 
ABU) Qi gle he fag Ada og ib dle Ge sie 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Whoever recites 
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Durood upon me at my grave, | hear it myself; and whoever 
recites Durood upon me from a distance, then it is conveyed to 
me.” (Jilaa-ul Afhaam) 


Note: Rasulullah Sa/laliahu Alayhi wa Sallam hears the Durood 
being recited upon him at his grave and if he deems it fit, he 
responds to it. This is the unanimous belief of the Ahlus Sunnah 
wal Jama’ah. 


6. Virtue of Durood Shareef 
Ga Ob pling Ale ait tha il dg OI Ai a Ga) Ba el CE 
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Hadhrat Abu Hurairah Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Whoever send one 
Durood upon me, Allah sends ten mercies on him.” (Saheeh 
Muslim) 


Note: Sending Durood upon Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi 
wa Sallam is a clear sign of love for him. For an ummati to make 
Dua for his Nabi that he be granted Rahmah, Barakah and 
elevated stages in the hereafter is in fact the practical expression 
of the respect and honour that resides in the hearts of true 
lovers. Make Durood Shareef the chant of your life, show your 
love and respect, and become immersed in the Allah Ta’ala’s 
oceans of mercy. 
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7. Presentation of Deeds 


- “ye - 
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Hadhrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood Radhiyallahu Anhu reports 
that Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “My life is a 
means of goodness for you, you present your difficulties and | 
provide the solutions. My death will also be a means of goodness 
for you. Your deeds will be presented to me; | will praise Allah for 
the good | see and | will ask Allah to forgive you for the sins | 
see.” (Musnad Bazzaar) 


Note: Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam will thank 
Allah for the good he sees in his Ummah and he will ask Allah’s 
forgiveness on behalf of the sinners of the Ummah. 


8.Qiyamat 


Go i pling Ail aN glia Gil ging G) Als al pay BOA al Le 
lis As abtally 1g) Gate Cal) 4 pe GAY fo Lata ay Gut 
agilal 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “People will perspire 
so much on the Day of Qiyamah that their perspiration will soak 
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to a depth of sixty cubits in the earth, then it will close in on them 
until it reaches the height of their ears.” (Bukhari) 


Note: Always remember the terror of Qiyamah, the eventual 
destruction of this world, the resurrection that follows and 
correct your life. For, the fear of the Interrogation of the 
hereafter drives a person to adopt the correct way of living. 


9. Intercession 


pling ale i) lia ai) Spun) QB JB AE Ah cgay le C4 LE oe 
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Hadhrat Awf bin Malik Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “A being (an angel) 
came to me from my Rabb and offered me a choice of two things: 
that half my Ummah be granted Jannah or that | be granted the 
right of Intercession. | chose Intercession and it will be for those 
who passed away without ascribing partners to Allah.” (Tirmizi) 


Note: How may one acquire the intercession of Rasulullah 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam? \t is attained by holding fast to the 
Aqeedah of Tawheed and by reciting the Dua after Azan. Through 
this, we will gain the intercession of Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi 
wa Sallam. 
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10. Waseela 


OS G5 GI sutia Gy Gals cue (6 coli Os Sgt op Aalal cal CF 
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A man would often come to Hadhrat Uthman bin Affan 
Radhiyallahu Anhu to have a need of his fulfilled but Uthman 
Radhiyallahu Anhu (most probably due to his busy schedule) 
would not afford him attention, nor fulfil his need. This person 
met Hadhrat Uthman bin Haneef Radhiyallahu Anhu and 
complained to him about his situation. Hadhrat Uthman bin 
Haneef advised him to go the place of Wudhu, perform Wudhu, 
then go to the Masjid and perform two Rakats of Salah and then 
Say: 


AAS 3M yal abing agle Ai) glia wae Li, A) AS oily Atl (5) agi 


“O Allah, | ask you and through the Waseela of 
Muhammad Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam, the Nabi of mercy, | 
turn to you.” (Mujamus Sagheer) 


Note: Waseela has a great effect in the speedy acceptance of 
Dua. Subsequently, at the end of the aforementioned Hadith, it is 
mentioned that through the blessing of this Dua, Hadhrat 
Uthman bin Affan Radhiyallahu Anhu received this person with 
honour and respect and fulfilled his need. 
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11. Virtue of Salah 
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Hadhrat Abu Hurairah Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “If a person has a 
river running by his front door in which he bathes five time a day, 
is it possible for dirt to remain on his body?” The Sahabah 
Radhiyallahu Anhu replied, “Not a speck of dirt will remain.” 
Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam then said, “Similar is the 
effect of the five daily Salah. Through its performance, Allah 
erases sins.” (Bukhari) 


Note: This Hadith announces Allah’s special gift of forgiveness 
upon the performance of the five daily Salah. Allah Ta’ala looks 
for excuses to forgive His servants. The promise of so much 
forgiveness upon the performance of the five daily Salah is truly 
Allah’s favour. Therefore, be punctual on Salah, conscious of its 
proper performance and etiquette, and continue your travel on 
this journey of forgiveness. 


12. Folding the hands below the navel in Salah 


fica g pbung Aube ait) ghar Cuil) O15 Mb AGE aii) Cate BS CH ily CE 
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Hadhrat Waail bi Hujr Radhiyallahu Anhu reports, “| saw 
Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam placing his right hand over 
his left hand, below his navel, in Salah.” (Musannaf ibn Abi 
Shaibah) 


Note: The condition of a person in one Salah is one of 
humbleness and submission in the court of Allah Ta’ala. It 
demands that together with the internal feeling of the heart, the 
posture of the body should also display submission and humility. 
Keeping the eyes downcast, standing with the hands folded and 
especially folding them below the navel is without doubt the 
demand of the self-effacement that is required in the court of our 
Rabb, the Majestic. 


13. Not reciting Qirat behind the Imam 


@ eye 
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Hadhrat Abu Hurairah Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “The Imam is there to 
be followed, thus when he makes Takbeer?’, you also make 
Takbeer, when he recites Qirat then remain silent and when he 


38 Takbeer = Saying Allahu Akbar 
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says, “Galliall V5 agile wigizarall 336” then say, “Aameen”. (Ibn 
Majah) 


Note: The Imam is an ambassador in the court of Allah on behalf 
of the entire congregation. Just as the speech of an ambassador 
and the oration of an envoy are considered on behalf of their 
delegations, similarly, Shariah has considered the Imam’s Qirat to 
be on behalf of those who follow him. At the time of Qirat, the 
congregation is instructed to remain silent whether the Qirat is 
recited audibly or inaudibly. 


14. Reciting Aameen softly 
plans Aule ait) place cull) Qi chica Aj Ais ih Cyuda ily ya Anata hy 
AS gee Ups Gadd Gaal : OU {Gallia ¥ 5 agate Gs guzatall 36} 158 Lal 


Hadhrat Waail bin Hujr Radhiyallahu Anhu narrates, “1 
performed Salah with Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam; 


when he recited, «pllia V5 agile Kigcarall ie” he said 
Aameen softly.” (Musnad Abi Dawood At-Tayaalisi) 


15. Not raising the hands during Salah 
age au) glia aii) Jigny Soli adSI Vi OU Ale at Guy dil we de 
sa gl 534 059) 4a ahd alld Ob alg 
Hadhrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood Radhiyallahu Anhu once 
said, “Should | not perform the Salah of Rasulullah Sallallahu 
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Alayhi wa Sallam for you?” He stood up and raised his hands for 
the Takbeer Tahreemah?? and thereafter he did not raise his 
hands. (Nasai) 


Note: Raf’e Yadayn refers to raising the hands as is done when 
one commences Salah. In the early period of Islam, the hands 
were raised when the changing of the postures of Salah: 
standing, Ruku and Sajdah. Later, this practice was stopped and 
abrogated. Therefore, in the five daily Salah, Raf’e Yadayn is only 
performed for the Takbeer Tahreemah. While changing postures, 
it is not performed. However, in the extra Takbeers of Eid Salah 
and in the Takbeer of Dua Qunoot, Raf’e Yadayn is performed as 
this is established from the Ahadith and the statements of the 
Sahabah. Therefore, our practice is on this. 


16. Three Rakats of Witr 


(gic al (aay Adkile bin AG) Bab) AH) aS te oO) Aide yl Os 
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Hadhrat Abu Salamah bin Abdir Rahman once asked 

Hadhrat Aisha Radhiyallahu Anha, “How was the Salah of 


39 Takbeer Tahreemah = The commencing Takbeer of Salah 
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Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam in Ramadan?” She replied, 
“Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam would not perform 
more than eleven Rakats of Salah in Ramadan or out of 
Ramadan. He would first perform four Rakats. Do not ask about 
their length and beauty. He would then perform another four 
Rakats. Do not ask about their length and beauty. Then he 
would perform three Rakats Witr.” (Bukhari) 


Note: This Hadith discusses the Tahajjud and Witr of Rasulullah 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam. Tahajjud is Mustahab whereas Witr 
is Wajib. Witr consists of three Rakats that are performed after 
the Fardh and Sunnats of Esha. The method of performing Witr is 
that at the end of the second Rakat, Tashahhud is performed. In 
the third Rakat, Surah Fatiha and an additional Surah are recited. 
After the Surah, the Musalli will raise his hands and say, “Allahu 
Akbar” and after folding the hands once again, will recite Dua 
Qunoot. After this, Ruku is performed. 


17. Virtue of fasting 
CU bing Ale il cplica cil J gi GO AI ih (da) calle al on le de 
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Hadhrat Ali bin Abi Talib Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Allah Ta’ala has 


stated, ‘Indeed the fast is for Me and | will give the reward for it. 
For the fasting person there are two joys: the joy of Iftar and the 
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joy when he meets his Rabb. And by the oath of He who holds my 
soul in His hand, the smell that emits from the mouth of the 
fasting person is more fragrant by Allah than the scent of musk.” 
(Nasai) 


18. The virtue of Qurbani 
Age a ghia al yin Glatal Jb JE Ale a ty BG) 5 Le 
Chg Wy Wah UE Lak gh pu) Sah Aida QB Gpaca ola La) Jp ty pling 
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Hadhrat Zaid bin Arqam Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
the Sahabah of Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam asked, “O 
Rasulullah, What is this sacrifice?” Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi 
wa Sallam replied, “It is the Sunnah of your forefather, 
Ibrahim.” They further asked, “What reward will receive for the 
Qurbani?” Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam replied, “You 
will receive a reward for every hair (of the animal).” They then 
asked, “What about wool O Rasulullah?” Rasulullah Sa/lallahu 
Alayhi wa Sallam replied, “For every fibre of wool is a reward.” 
(Sunan Ibn Majah) 


Note: Qurbani is a momentous Ibadah. It has continued from 
the time of Hadhrat Adam Alayhis Salam to the Ummah of 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam. Because Qurbani has a 
special link to the time of Hadhrat Ibrahim Alayhis Salam, it has 
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been referred to as the Sunnah of Ibrahim. Rasulullah Sa/lallahu 
Alayhi wa Sallam was continuous in his performance of Qurbani. 
From Qurbani, the Muslim Ummah is taught the person the 
lesson of being prepared to sacrifice everything in the obedience 
of Allah. 


19. Four Takbeers in Salatul Janazah 
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Hadhrat Abu Hurairah Radhiyallahu Anhu narrates, “On 
the day Najashi passed away Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam informed the Sahabah of his death and took them out to 
the Eid Gah. He made them stand in rows and performed 
(Najashi’s) Janazah Salah with four Takbeers.” (Bukhari) 


Note: Hadhrat Najashi (RA) passes away in Abyssinia and 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam performed his Janazah 
Salah in Madinah. Either his body was brought miraculously to 
Madinah for the Janazah Salah or this form of Janazah Salah was 
a speciality of Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam. We learn 
from this Hadith that Janazah Salah has four Takbeers. From 
other narrations, we learn the recitations of Janazah Salah: After 
the first Takbeer, the praises of Allah are recited, after the second 
Takbeer, Durood upon Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam is 
recited, after the third Takbeer, Dua is made for the deceased 
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and the Janazah Salah is completed after the fourth Takbeer with 
Salam. 


20. Twenty Rakats of Taraweeh 
clan IS ing AGE ta) ge a) J gly G) ALE al Gnas ull cal oF 
Fighhg AS) Cy pie Ghana} (4 
Hadhrat Ibn Abbad Radhiyallahu Anhuma_ narrates, 
“Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam would perform twenty 


Rakats of Taraweeh and three Rakats of Witr in Ramadan.” 
(Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah) 


Note: Taraweeh is Sunnah Muakkadah. Rasulullah Sallallahu 
Alayhi wa Sallam performed twenty Rakats of Taraweeh. This has 
been the continuous practice of the Khulafa Rashideen: Hadhrat 
Umar, Hadhrat Uthman, Hadhrat Ali, the Mujtahid Imams and the 
Ulama and Mashaikh. It has been the practice of the Islamic 
world for fourteen centuries and the Ijma of the Ummah is on 
this. Therefore, twenty Rakats of Taraweeh should be performed. 


21. Greatness of the Sahabah 
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Hadhrat Abu Hurairah Radhiyallahu Anhu narrates that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Do not speak ill of 
my Sahabah, do not speak ill of my Sahabah. By the oath of He in 
whose hand lies my soul, if any of you had to spend gold 
equivalent to the mountain of Uhud, you would not receive the 
reward they attain by spending one Mudd of half a Mudd in 
charity.” (Muslim) 


Note: The Sahabah achieved their status through the blessings 
of Rasulullah’s Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam company. After them, 
the greatest Alim, worshipper, and saint of the Ummah will never 
reach the rank of the lowest Sahabi. The Sahabah are the 
benefactors of the Ummah. To think ill of them is Haram and to 
speak against them is a monstrous crime. The respect and honour 
of the Sahabah should be in the heart of every Muslim and their 
teachings should be cherished. 


22. The Greatness of Fiqh 
Cian Sg Uybd 44S Bl Guns Ap glee Cras Gad ae Gee Jt 
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Hadhrat Muawiyah Radhiyallahu Anhu_ narrates that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “When Allah intend 
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goodness for a person he grants him Faqahat*® in Deen.” 
(Bukhari) 


Note: Figh is that great knowledge through which the solutions 
of life’s practical questions are revealed in the light of Quran, 
Sunnah, Ijma, and Qiyas. The knowledge of Halal and Haram, 
permissible and impermissible, reprehensible and permitted is 
attained through deep study and pondering over the intricacies 
of the Quran and Sunnah. The ability of this deep study and 
pondering is only through Allah’s gifting. It is for this reason that 
this highest level of understanding the Deen has been termed as 
complete goodness. May Allah Ta’ala always keep our 
attachment to Figh and the Fuqaha. 


23. The status of the Faqeeh 


Ah pling ule i) Lin a Nias db OE Ae at Gay ue cH Ce 
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Hadhrat Ibn Abbas Radhiyallahu Anhu_ narrates that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “One Faqeeh is 
harder on Shaytan than a thousand worshippers.” (Ibn Majah) 


Note: The rank of the Faqeeh is higher than the worshipper 
because the Faqeeh’s knowledge benefits himself and others, 


40 Faqahat = Deep understanding 
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whereas the worship of the worshipper only benefits himself. 
When there is a difference in work, there is a difference in rank. 


24. The status of the Muhadditheen 
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Hadhrat Ibn Masood Radhiyallahu Anhu narrates that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “May Allah keep 
fresh and radiant that person who hears something from me and 
conveys it exactly as he has heard it. For there are many to whom 
my words will reach who will understand it better than those 
who heard it directly.” (Tirmizi) 


Note: The great virtue of the Muhadditheen is established from 
this Hadith. This group of the Ummah have given their lives to the 
memorisation, recording, and preservation of the text and Sanad 
of the Ahadith. With great sacrifice, they propagated the Ahadith 
and protected it from additions and subtractions. 


25. The inheritance of the Ambiya A/ayhimus Salam 


plans Ale ail cghua ait! Spun) Ciraia : 208 Ale al nay $13 al ool CF 

ASiSLaN lg ASSN (ot) lyk Al ad gin Lele ad 2 La tls Ga egy 
halal Goa Ab Siac ay yy «a Ly Leny pla cal aa Aca 
cl yal) Jaks lal (ple alla) Quads « elall Gb Gat As Gai Gd bas 


85 | Page 


Lab 59 5 Latha Vso aD et Gfg « elas digg Slate G19 « Cash 96th tin 
Bg Basy 5) 53S) Goad « abel | gig Lally 
Hadhrat Abu Darda Radhiyallahu Anhu reports, “| heard 
the Rasool of Allah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam saying, ‘Whoever 
traverses a path with the objective of gaining Ilm, Allah eases for 
him the path to Jannah. Indeed, the Angels spread their wings for 
the seeker of Ilm in happiness of what he does. Every being in the 
heavens and the earth seeks forgiveness for the Alim to the 
extent that even the fish in the oceans do the same. The virtue of 
the Alim over the Abid (devout worshipper) is like the virtue of 
the moon over all the stars. Without doubt, the Ulama are the 
heirs of the Ambiya. The Ambiya did not leave a legacy of gold 
and silver. Their sole legacy was IIlm. Thus whoever acquires this 
legacy has indeed acquired something momentous.’” (Abu 
Dawood) 


Note: The Ambiya Alayhimus Salam remove the dark covering of 
ignorance from their Ummats and enlighten them with Ilm. The 
objective of their lives is neither wealth nor the enjoyments of 
the world. For this reason, their inheritance is Ilm, not wealth, 
and riches. The inheritors of this legacy of knowledge are the 
Ulama who have given their heart and soul in the preservation 
and propagation of Ilm. Therefore, value the Ulama, sit in their 
gatherings, and illuminate your heart with blessings of Ilm. 


26. Virtue of the Quran 
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Hadhrat Uthman Radhiyallahu Anhu_ narrates that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “The best of you is 
he who learns the Quran and teaches it.” (Bukhari) 


Note: Since the Quran is the foundation of the Deen, its 
preservation and propagation is the axis of Deen. The superiority 
of learning and teaching it is therefore evident. However, there 
are different ranks of learning it. The highest rank is to 
understand its meaning, explanation, and objectives. The lowest 
rank is to learn just its recitation. 


27. Memorising the Quran 


pling A316 di) glia dil gins OE Ob Ale cl Ga) call nl oF Ge de 
coh Aakidny Agi) ay yy ALR dale ajay Able dald ooghtis Oia ipcwar 
SGN 4d agg MB AGS 4s Jal ye Byte 


Hadhrat Ali Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that Rasulullah 

Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Whoever reads the Quran and 
memories it and takes it Halal as Halal and its Haram as Haram, 
Allah will admit him in Jannah and accept his intercession on 
behalf of ten people of his family who were destined for the 
Fire.” (Tirmizi) 
Note: The great virtue of a Hafiz is hereby established on 
condition that the Hafiz practices his Deen. Endeavour to become 
a Hafiz or beautify your children with this adornment so that by 
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virtue of the bounty of the Quran you may attain success in the 
hereafter. 


28. Following the Sunnah 
gd Aika Sai Alb Gta) sad le (ty dls 
Hadhrat Ibn Abbas Radhiyallahu Anhu narrates that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “He who holds fast 
to my Sunnah at the time of the corruption of my Ummah will 
receive the reward of one hundred martyrs.” (Kitabuz-Zuhd lil 
Bayhaqi) 


Note: Sunnat is the name of the everlasting system of Deen. To 
follow the Sunnah is to nourish the continuity of this system and 
this is what ensures the existence of any religion or faith. It is for 
this reason that the Sunnah has such great importance in Islam. 
Consequently, if a time comes upon the Ummah when people no 
longer practice on the Sunnah, then the one who will follow the 
Sunnah will receive the reward of one hundred martyrs. 
Therefore, practice upon the Sunnah and encourage others to do 
the same. 
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29. Refuting Bid’ah*4 

dil Sal Y ping ABE chu) (phi a gla DB GE ASE at Gas AULA Ce 

V5 jie V5 lilga Vg Bgae Vy GS Vy Milita Vg Slee Vy Le jie JE Ay Gulia! 
Hadhrat Huzaifah Radhiyallahu Anhu_ narrates that 

Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Allah does not 

accept the fast, or the Salah, or the Sadaqah, or the Haj, or the 

Umrah, or the Jihad, or any good action of a person of Bid’ah. He 

will leave Islam as a strand of hair is removed from flour.” (Ibn 

Majah) 


Note: To refute an established practice in Deen is termed as 
‘IIhad’ while to include something in Deen that is not a part of it 
is termed as ‘Bid’ah’. It is as if the person involved in Bid’ah 
considers Islam incomplete and | am the one to complete it. 
Every day sees new innovations in Aqaid and Aamal being forged 
and spread in the name of Deen. In matters of Deen like Salah, 
Fasting, Haj, Zakat, etc., people are introducing additions from 
their own side. Thus their actions are ruined and are not 
accepted. May Allah Ta’ala protect us from Bid’ah, Aameen. 


41 Bid’ah = Practices that people consider to be part of Islam but have no 
basis in the authentic sources of Islam. 
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30. The rights of Muslims 

beng ABLE cul glia att Oiginy Cimeain SB AIS A) con FIG Cl CE 

JAN ELEN Geral) Balss g pal) 9) Gued alical) le alisall 1. ar 

(obtall CStty 396. dias 

Hadhrat Abu Hurairah Radhiyallahu Anhu reports, “| heard 

Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam saying, ‘The right of a 

Muslim over another Muslim are five: To reply to Salam”, to visit 

the sick, to attend the Janazah, to accept the invitation and to 

reply to one who has sneezed.” (Bukhari) 


Note: The terming of these actions as rights indicate that due 
diligence must be afforded to them. Wherever these actions are 
performed, a healthy society comes into being, and mutual 
brotherhood and justice prevails. 


31. The rights of Parents 
Coit gl Ladies Gye at) SaSien'g CsA gl Licey Gye a) La 
Hadhrat Abdullah bin Amr Radhiyallahu Anhu narrates 
that Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Allah’s 


happiness lies in the happiness of the parents and Allah’s 
displeasure lies in the displeasure of the parents.” (Shuabul Iman) 


42 Salam meaning the Islamic greeting of “Assalamu Alaykum” 
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Note: The proper nurturing and upbringing of the children by 
the parents is vitally important. They are responsible for 
providing them with a bright future by reforming their Deen and 
providing for their Dunya. The person on whom another’s future 
is inextricably linked deserves consideration at every juncture of 
one’s life. It is for this reason that so much emphasis has been 
placed on the rights of the parents in the Quran and Hadith. 
When these rights are fulfilled, Allah is happy and when there is a 
neglect and indifference towards these rights then Allah is 
displeased. 


32. The rights of children 


PAS HUN phy gle gh gh ply Glen aia BUI ag SDLally ASN) Lyd pling 

eabaaadl A ath Laos 

Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam has stated, “Instruct 

your children on the performance of Salah when they are seven 

years old, and discipline them on its performance when they are 

ten years old and separate them from sleeping together.” (Abu 
Dawood) 


Note: It is the right of children upon their parents that they 
provide them with religious education, moral instruction, and 
reformation. In the aforementioned Hadith, two matters are 
highlighted in this aspect. At the age of seven, they should be 
instructed to perform Salah and at the age of ten, they should be 
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physically disciplined on its non-performance. The wisdom 
behind this is, when these practices are ingrained in their lives at 
a young age they will become a habit. The separation of sleeping 
arrangements at the age of ten is also part of proper upbringing 
so that when they begin their adult lives, they will refrain from 
improper and unbecoming actions. 


33. The rights of the husband 


Jag YDB bing Ale i) odie a J gia Gi Ale a Cpa 59 Al be 
Adi YY ats Gb GHG Vg Ata, Y) Sal A595 a gical Gl i jal 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah Radhiyallahu Anhu narrates that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “It is not permitted 
for a woman to fast when her husband is present except with his 
permission and she is not permitted to allow anyone to enter his 
home except with his permission.” (Bukhari) 


Note: A husband holds the position of the head of the home and 
is responsible for providing the needs of the household, 
maintaining the wife and seeing to the upbringing of the children. 
The Hadith emphasises that the wife should always keep her 
husband’s happiness at the forefront to keep him content. 
Another Hadith informs that Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam explained the husband’s rights in this way that if | had to 
give anyone the command to make Sajdah to a human, | would 
have instructed the wife to make Sajdah to her husband. 
Therefore, it befits a wife to give her all in serving her husband. 
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34. The rights of the wife 
La pling gle i) clue Zalth flr ISG Gi Awl Ge daylee ob ase Le 
Ganley Vy (Al 13) Ua Gk Oly ake 13) Garb O) db gail) Ue sijall Ga 
cial) AY) Sag V5 Gai Yo Aa al 
Hakeem bin Muawiyah narrates from his father, Hadhrat 
Muawiyah Radhiyallahu Anhu that a person asked Rasulullah 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam, “What are the rights of a woman 
upon her husband?” Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam 
replied, “He should feed her when he eats, he should clothe her 
as he clothes himself, he should not strike her face, he should 
not speak to her in an offensive manner and he should not sleep 
apart from her except in the same home.” (Ibn Majah) 


Note: The wife is the means of comfort for the husband and the 
first teacher and caretaker of the children. It is therefore 
essential that her rights are seen to and that she is treated with 
love. In the aforementioned Hadith some of the basic necessities: 
food, drink, and clothing have been mentioned. Together with 
this, hitting her for no reason and being harsh to her have been 
prohibited. If mutual love and consideration exists between the 
husband and wife, then the home can become a paradise. 
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35. The virtue of Madinah Munawwarah 


pling Ail i) ghia ai) Ui OB ds die i) Ga) Book wal de 
Cok Sas py LAS Gull gH Aiwa Gog Gots Gogh sl co sal as Aggy Gul 
yo) 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah Radhiyallahu Anhu narrates that 


“| 


Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, have been 
commanded to reside in a city that consumes other cities. 
(Meaning it is the leader of all cities). People call it Yathrib 
whereas its real name is Madinah. It throws out evil ones as a 


furnace removes the impurities of iron. (Bukhari) 


Note: Madinah Munawwarah is the city of Rasulullah’s Sallallahu 
Alayhi wa Sallam Hijrah and the city where he is buried. Every 
Muslim has a connection with Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam from their hearts and therefore there is a spiritual link 
with his place of burial as well. As Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa 
Sallam holds the position of a chief so too does Madinah 
Munawwarah hold leadership status. Every Muslim should 
therefore, love Madinah Munawwarah. 


36. Spending in the path of Allah 


bo bya 2 


3h asaaiy Ulit d 9 oil) i i Vs ik tS $08 ig 
Sasll ie G65 Ae 051d ASSs) (555 LAS Ayala Ut 
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Hadhrat Abu Hurairah Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Whoever spends in 
the charity equivalent to a date from Halal earnings, and Allah 
only accepts what is pure, then Allah accepts it with his right 
hand and nurtures it as one of you would nurture a foal, until it 
grows to the equivalent of a mountain.” (Bukhari) 


Note: Wealth is a gift from Allah. Whoever spends it in the path 
of Allah, then not only does Allah reward him its equivalent but 
Allah gives extra as well. Therefore give with an open heart to the 
poor, the destitute, the needy, the orphans and widows and you 
will gain immense reward from Allah Ta’ala. 


37. Building a Masjid 


Age i) hie il J pin) Cina ib Ale i) pt tbl) of ab be 
AGS) hs Ad ay hs id iad ak SY Nagin Se Jo alg 


Hadhrat Umar bin Khattab Radhiyallahu Anhu reports, “| 
heard Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam saying, ‘Whoever 
builds a Masjid in which the name of Allah is taken, Allah builds 
for him a home in Jannah.’” (Ibn Majah) 


Note: The Masjid is the original headquarters of Islam. The 
performance of many important Islamic activities: establishing 
Salah, establishing Jumuah, Mashura on important Deeni 
matters, learning and teaching, etc. is linked to the Masjid. The 


95| Page 


building of a Masjid in reality perpetuates the existence of all 
these branches of Deen. Therefore, spending money in the 
building and upkeep of a Masjid is an excellent means of securing 
goodness in this world and the hereafter. 


38. Bay’at 


Aut pain Asi gh N58 Ags CIS 5 AIS NN Cpa Cult Gy Sale Ce 

cis 4tatal be Alias Alga 5 3 play ale 2) (glia a dsm) al Atal) 

Oy |g Vg ASIN 5) pHi g 1915 Ng LA a Ng CEL aly 198 AY Gi je 

ai) Ne ojald shin uty ect) Ch gira (8 quad V5 aSis5i3 ath Gis Ady Sis 

fo Gk ANS Gyo teal Gya'g A US 5g GN Cb gad LO ANS ya Leal Gag 
aS fo Sa Ake pk yg Ae ie pL Uy a) 9g a bot 


Hadhrat Ubadah bin Samit Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
once, in a gathering of the Sahabah, Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi 
wa Sallam said, “Take Bay’at on me that you will never worship 
any entity as a partner to Allah, you will not steal, you will not 
commit Zina, you will not kill your children, you will not 
produce a false allegation that you forge between your hands 
and feet and you will not be disobedient in acts of goodness. 
Whoever fulfils this covenant, his reward is Allah’s 
responsibility. Whoever breaks one of these pledges and is 
punished for it in this world, it is a expiation. Whoever breaks 
one of these pledges and Allah conceals his wrong, then it is 
Allah’s choice to forgive him or punish him.” We then took 
Bay’at. (Bukhari) 
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Note: Just as a person saves himself from physical ailments by 
complying with a physician’s instructions of what to do and what 
not to do, so too is one saved from spiritual ailments by following 
the guidance of a Shaikh. The purpose of Bay’at is to cure the 
Spiritual sicknesses that affect a person’s soul. In the era of 
Prophethood, Bay’at was taken on the hands of Rasulullah 
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam. |In today’s times, it is taken on the 
hands of his representatives. Females may also take Bay’at just as 
males do but their manner of Bay’at differs from males. Establish 
a relationship with a pious, upright Shaikh who is conscious of 
every law of Islam and you will receive the tranquil life that 
comes only with Takwa. 


39. The Zikr of Allah 
gill Cia bing agle cay ghie Zit) gud ua aie iy (2) ss onl Le 
Siball g CAN ie Ab5 ISG Y co lllg Ag JS 
Hadhrat Abu Moosa Ashari Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “The example of the 


one who makes the Zikr of Allah and the one who neglects it is 
like the example of the living and the dead.” (Bukhari) 


Note: Devotion to the remembrance of Allah and keeping the 
tongue ever engaged in His Zikr is the nourishment of the soul. 
Just as there is no doubt that without food the body will die, so 
too is it definite that the soul becomes dead without the Zikr of 
Allah. Therefore, morning and evening, moving and resting, at all 
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times, keep the tongue moist with the Zikr of Allah. Be conscious 
of Allah at all times and attain the spiritual nourishment that 
grants eternal life. 


40. A Good Death 
Ga ling AGE cdi) ge ai) Jp JU JB AE I Gna id o3 Sas Ce 
daa) Sa au Y) al) Y aadis Jal GIs 
Hadhrat Maaz bin Jabal Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Whoever’s final 
words are, ‘Laa ilaha illallah’ has entered Jannah.” (Abu 
Dawood) 


Note: The meaning of this Hadith is that a person should live his 
entire life in accordance to the Shariah. His day and night should 
be spent fulfilling the dictates of Laa ilaha illallah. The blessings 
of this will be that this Kalima will then flow from his lips at the 
time of death and Jannah will be his lot. May Allah Ta’ala grant us 
the Kalima at the time of death, Aameen. 
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Masnoon Duas 


Dua on awakening 
‘git Aad) g GLa La Sg UA) All dy Mealy 


All praise is due to Allah who has revived us after causing 
us to die (sleep) and to Him is our return. (Bukhari) 


Dua before entering the toilet 
SoS 9 CARIN Gye hy 3 ho) a 


O Allah | seek your protection from the despicable 
Shaytan, be it male or female. (Bukhari) 


Dua after exiting the toilet 
celle 9g g3N) cle Gaba gall dy Lal) 
All praise is due to Allah who has expelled the impurities 
from me and granted me relief. (Ibn Majah) 


Dua on commencing Wudhu 
ait) aay 
| begin in the name of Allah. (Abu Dawood) 
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Dua during Wudhu 
eSe vere Tire ever tie cree ar 


O Allah, forgive my sins, grant spaciousness in my home, 
and grant me Barakah in my sustenance. (Amalul Yawmi wal 
laylah) 


Dua on completing Wudhu 
4d ging OAs loads Oi Agitig Al A Y bang a VY) aly Gi agai 
Ca rpbaiall ye colle g Cul Sill Gyo (plea! ag 
| testify that there is none worthy of worship but Allah, 
who is One and has no partner, and | testify that Muhammad is 
His slave and Rasul. O Allah, make me from amongst those who 


often repent to You and make me from those who often purify 
themselves. (Tirmizi) 


Dua on leaving the home 
duly VY 8585 ORY cl le GI 5 cl aly 


With the name of Allah (I leave the home), | place my trust 
in Allah and apart from Allah there is none that can give power or 
strength. (Abu Dawood) 


Note: Whoever reads this Dua, it is said to him, “You have 
been sufficed, you have been saved, and you have been guided.” 
Shaytan then departs from him and tells the other Shayateen, 
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“What will you do with such a person who has been guided, who 
has been sufficed and who has been saved?” (Abu Dawood) 


Dua on entering the Masjid 
Sia NG ot Ct) ag 


O Allah, open for me the doors of Your mercy. (Muslim) 


Replying to the Azan 


When the Muazzin calls out the Azan then reply to the 
Azan by repeating the same words he has called. However when 
he calls Hayya alas Salah and Hayya alal Falaah then you should 
say Laa hawla wa la quwwata illaa billah. The reply to all other 
words will be exactly as the Muazzin has called out. (Muslim) 


Note 1: After As-Salatu khairum minan nawm in the Fajr 
Azan, recite Sadaqta wa bararta or repeat the words of the 
Muazzin. (Bada’i us Sana’ i) 


Note 2: When the Azan ends recite: 
aude Ab ging das Jasna Sig Al Ay yd Y bad SY) al) Y Oi agai 
ya pS gins aang 5 aly 

| testify that there is more worthy of worship but Allah, 
who is One and has no partner, and that Muhammad is His slave 
and Rasul. | am pleased that Allah is my Rabb, Muhammad is my 
Rasool, and Islam is my Deen. (Muslim) 
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The sins of a person who recites this are forgiven. 


Dua after Azan 
ALpzaal g Ata gil ieee col Aas) SSM ARLEN 556-40 ote Cry Agitl 
Bapall CASS Y Ati) ARS g cll Io gene Lathe Anil g 
O Allah, Rabb of this perfect call and the Salah that is 
about to commence. Grant Muhammad Waseela and bounty and 
raise him to the Maqam Mahmood that you have promised him. 
Surely, you do not break your promises. 


Note 1: The person who recites this Dua after Azan, the 
intercession of Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam becomes 
Wajib for him on the Day of Qiyamah. 


Note 2: In the narration of Saheeh Bukhari, the Dua ends 
at... 


AGS gill la gene Late dba 


Replying to the Igamah 


It is Masnoon to reply to the Iqamah as well. The exact 
words said by the person calling the Iqamah will be repeated. 
Only at Qad Qaamatis Salah will Aqaa-ma-hal laa-hu wa Adaa- 
maha be recited. (Abu Dawood) 
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Dua when reciting the Quran 
ase QUAN Gye dil Age 


| seek Allah’s protection from Shaytan, the accursed. 
(Surah Nahl) 


Recitations after Salah 

Hadhrat Ka’b bin Ujrah Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “There are some 
glorifications that whoever will read the after Salah, they will 


never be unsuccessful: 33 times Subhanallah, 33 time 
Alhamdulillah and 34 times Allahu Akbar.” (Muslim) 


Dua after Salah 
Raia) steal fei aling age iu) gtie dil Sony G dd DB Aatal nl de 
ily gil) ca) ghicall Sah ASN all) cage ls 
Hadhrat Abu Umaamah Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam was asked, “Which Dua is 
granted the greatest acceptance?” Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi 


wa Sallam replied, “At the end of the night and after the Fardh 
Salah.” (Tirmizi) 
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Lifting the hands in Dua after Salah 
ppiia Stall pling Ale i glia il gin OB DE ntie o4 Seal Os 
(gis Gy Qiliy EFM 5 (Kael Eiiciy RUdy coeds US A dd ta 
HB AS als ab Gag 15 1 5 A ghg AGS 5 Lagi ghey aiiins hy) (91) Lajas 
JAS 5 148 
Hadhrat Fadhl bin Abbas Radhiyallahu Anhu reports that 
Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said, “Salah is in units of 
two, after every two Rakats is Tashahhud. It is humility, devotion, 
and showing your need. Raise your hands in front of your Rabb 
with the palms towards your face and say, ‘Yaa Rabb, Yaa Rabb.’ 
Whoever does not do this his Salah is like this and like that 
(deficient and incomplete).” (Tirmizi) 


Dua on leaving the Masjid 
a a 
O Allah | ask you of Your bounty. (Muslim) 


Note: The Sunnat method is to enter the Masjid with the 
right foot and to exit it with the left foot. 


Dua at moments of joy 
Glatial) Ai aieedy cell dy deal 
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All praise is due to Allah who through His favour, all 
goodness finds completion. (Ibn Majah) 


Dua in moments of difficulty 
Je dS (Ne a Aas 


All praise is due to Allah in every condition. (Ibn Majah) 


Dua before eating 
dit) 4S 539 a asus 
In the name of Allah and with the blessings of Allah (I 


begin eating). (Mustadrak) 


Note: If a person forgets to read Bismillah before eating, 
then while eating he should read, 


With Allah’s name in the beginning and at the end. (Abu 
Dawood) 


Dua after eating 
Cypaliscall Gye Uiled g Uliing Ueab ill iy deals 
All praise is due to Allah who has given us food and drink 
and made us Muslims. (Kanzul Ummal) 
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Dua after drinking milk 
abe Uj 9 aud Ut at agi 
O Allah, grant us blessings in it (milk) and increase its 


(blessings). (Abu Dawood) 


After the guests have eaten they should make this Dua for 
the host 


gilts (4 aia g cpiaad) bya adsl gi 


O Allah feed him who has fed me and give him to drink 
who has given me to drink. (Musnad Ahmad) 


Dua when removing clothes 
gh YY AN) Sco th aay 


In the name of Allah besides whom there is no illah. 
(Amalul yawmi wal laylah) 


Note: Whoever recites this Dua when removing his clothes, a 
barrier is created between the private areas of the body and the 
eyes of the Jinn. Therefore, one should give importance to the 
reading of this Dua. 
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When changing clothes 
BBG he S98 Sb Ge Ahoy Gosia its gill fy Leal 
All praise is due to Allah who has clothed me with this 


garment and has given it to me without my strength and power. 
(Abu Dawood) 


When wearing new clothes 
Ay Agbig Al atin La hg oS Gye cll) ati gas Gill deal att agin 
ad aia La jpg opts ye 
O Allah, all praise is for You, You have clothed me with this 
garment. | ask You to grant me its goodness and the goodness for 


which it was made and | seek Your protection from its evil and 
the evil for which it was made. (Abu Dawood) 


Dua when looking into a mirror 
coh Guat «8 Gala pg 


O Allah, you have made my appearance beautiful, so 
beautify my character as well. (Al-Maqsadul Ula) 


Dua for a person departing on a journey 
ALE ail 95.5 Miia) g Gling chit Fa piu 
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| entrust your Deen, your trusts, and your final actions to 
Allah. (Abu Dawood) 


Dua of a traveller when bidding someone farewell 
Aaildg Andi Y gl a ada gui 
| entrust you to Allah, whose trusts are never broken. 
(Amalul Yawmi wal-Laylah) 


When driving a vehicle 
Gy gatbtal U5 (6l) Oly cGy ha AD US Lag fe UD Gs (All Glas 
Glory be to Him who has placed this conveyance under our 


instruction, for it was not within our ability to control it. Indeed 
we will return to our Rabb. (Surah Zukhruf) 


Reciting Takbeer and 7asbeeh during the journey 


While travelling whenever ascending a place, say Allahu 
Akbar and whenever descending, say Subhanallah. (Bukhari) 


When halting or leaving the vehicle while travelling 
BR a 5h Gye CAA A) clad 3 9 
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| seek the protection of the perfect words of Allah from 
the evil of what He created. (Muslim) 


Dua when returning from a journey 
Ghee LG Gg «Cy g3il «Gs gash 
We are returning, seeking forgiveness, worshipping and 
praising our Rabb. (Muslim) 


Dua for any type of discomfort or pain 


When pain is felt on any part of the body, place your hand 
on the same and recite Bismillah three times. Thereafter recite 
the following Dua seven times, 


SMA Lg Sal Le 58 Ge agg ay 8 
| seek Allah’s protection and (the protection) of His power 
from the evil of what | feel and fear. (Muslim) 


Dua when a strong wind blows 
bya By A gb ig chy Clea} La 5g clgub La 58g cla nd Atl 5) agi 
Ay Caban5) Le bg Ugub Le pg cla yh 
O Allah, | ask You the goodness of this wind, the goodness 
that is in it and the goodness with which it was sent. | ask You 
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protection from the evil of this wind, the evil in it and the evil 
with which it was sent. (Muslim) 


Dua at the time of lightning and thunder 
AA Gye ASsSLally oad S63 Gad gl) OLA 


Pure is the Being whom the thunder glorifies and praises 
and the angels out of His awe (do the same.) (Sunanul Kubra lil- 
Bayhaqi) 


Dua for rain 


ej agi asi agin aie) agin 


O Allah, grant us abundant rain, O Allah, grant us 
abundant rain, O Allah, grant us abundant rain. (Bukhari) 


Dua when it begins raining 
(eS Lite agi 


O Allah, grant us beneficial rain. (Bukhari) 


Dua after rain 


440855 dU) Jaceds Lie 
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We have received rain through the kindness and mercy. 
(Bukhari) 


Dua to remove difficulties and distress 
5b Be Gl) GG Ld 4) 5 


O Allah, | am in need of whatever goodness You grant me. 
(Surah Qasas: 24) 


Dua for cure from every sickness 
ja Y Fld AGS YY SUSY BUEN Cath g RE) Gull G5 Guta Gand 
12% 
O Allah, Rabb of mankind, remove the affliction and grant 


cure. You are the Curer; there is cure but Your cure, grant such 
cure where no sickness remains. (Bukhari) 


Masnoon Ruqyah* to be recited for any sick person 


AB 5) iil uly Adit 


43 Ruqyah = Recitations from the Quran and Sunnah which are a means of 
cure. 
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In the name of Allah, | spiritually treat you, from 
everything that afflicts you and from the every living thing or 
jealous eye. Allah will cure you. In the name of Allah, | spiritually 
treat you. (Muslim) 


Dua when the closes the eyes of the deceased 
cod AMAL § Cubagall (8 43.53 @8515 (person’s name) J! ag 
ABAD 5985 co yuh BAL iad g <Gyltall G5 ty Aly UO Sab lg coy ytd) Bae 
O Allah forgive (state the name of the deceased), and raise 
his status amongst the guided ones, appoint a successor in his 
stead for his heirs and forgive us and him, O Rabb of the worlds. 


Make his grave spacious for him and illuminate it for him. 
(Muslim) 


Dua when visiting the cemetery 
Cuda ads al UE &) Lily Guin’g’ pod 5)a Site adliat 
Peace be on you O abode of the Mu’mineen. We will also 
join you, if Allah wills. (Muslim) 


Dua when lowering the deceased in the grave 
Ail Jia He (5 il ay 
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In the name of Allah and in accordance to the ‘Millet’ of 
Rasulullah (do we bury the deceased). (Sunan Ibn Majah) 


Dua after burying the deceased 
aa agi 43 3ab) agin 
O Allah, forgive him and make him steadfast (during the 


interrogation of the grave). 


Note: Rasulullah Sa/lallahu Alayhi wa Sallam would advise, after 
a burial, to seek forgiveness on behalf of the deceased and to 
make Dua for his steadfastness because the time of his 
Questioning has come. (Abu Dawood) 


Dua when entering a shopping area 
Ee Gog cSapeg cog chal) 41g cial) AY Ad Ay Y 5a5 Su 9) ANY 
Sas eet 8 ME hg GAN ot yy 
There is no illah but Allah, the One, who has no partner. 
For Him is the Kingdom and for Him is all praise, He gives life and 


causes death, He is the Eternal, whose existence will never cease 
and everything is within His Power. (Tirmizi) 


Dua when seeing and eating the first fruit of the season 
Litas AU yg yah au agin 
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O Allah, grant us Barakah in our fruits and grant us 
Barakah in our city. (Muslim) 


When a person marries or purchases a new conveyance 
eg MAGE Ga Ay Agel cagle Ghia te 5idg cla gh alll (4) agi 
ale ihe a 


O Allah, | ask You of her goodness and the goodness with 
which You have created her and | seek Your protection from her 
evil and the evil with which You have created her. (Abu Dawood) 


Note: The Hadith states that this Dua is to be recited while 
holding the forehead of the wife or the animal (for riding). 


Congratulating a person on their marriage 
ged ch Sig Gah g Ee 5g A a A 


May Allah grant Barakah in your (marriage), may He 
descend Barakah upon you and may He join both of you in 
goodness. (Tirmizi) 


Dua before conjugal relations with one’s spouse 
UE Le Ua) akg «GU Lidl Ag a ay 
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In the name of Allah, O Allah, keep Shaytan far from us 
and keep Shaytan far from us you have blessed us with (meaning 
children). (Bukhari) 


Dua on seeing the new moon 
God La GAGS cen LASANg cclaifly Coy Lie Aaj agin 
Ai) 5.9 U5 «ita Fig U5 


O Allah, let this moon appear to us with goodness, Iman, 
safety and Islam and the ability to do what You love and what 
pleases You. (O moon) My Rabb and your Rabb is Allah. (Tirmizi) 


Dua on breaking the fast 
Ca jail BS) le g Coat al agin 


O Allah, for You have | fasted and with Your provision do | 
break my fast. 


Dua on Laylatul Qadr 
coi Cas th pial) Cid fie aly agin 


O Allah, You are the exceedingly forgiving, You love to 
forgive, so forgive me. (Sunan Ibn Majah) 


115| Page 


Duas before sleeping 
Lie on your right side and recite: 
Sig Eagal Metals agit 


O Allah, with Your name, do | die (sleep) and live (awaken). 
(Bukhari) 


Additional recitations: 


Recite 33 times Subhanallah, 33 times Alhamdulillah, and 
34 times Allahu Akbar. 


Recite Ayatul Kursi, Surah Fatihah, Surah Ikhlas, Surah 
Kafiroon, and the last verses of Surah Baqarah: 


AAS 5 ASSIS aly Goal OS Grghe’gallg 455 coe Al] Djtl Lay Dgladth Gaal 
we yyncaal MN) 5 Ui AU) AE ial g Cnet {gly ag a asl Oo Cad Y alas 
Uae oy) URN Y Li Cuddy La Ugile g Gaus Le gd Uganny 9) Lund ut Cals 
La aba 5 Ui LES Cpe Gy ple Athen Les fyi} Lite ed Wg Lig LELAY Gi 
agill gE iad UY 52 Gil Cea jg Ul ably Lic Cag 4 LU dL YY 
Recite, 
453) Costly a sill Gal) gh Yau oll dy jana 
three times. 


Recite Durood Shareef as much as possible during the day 
and make Dua for the goodness of every single Muslim. Whoever 
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has hurt you, forgive them for the sake of Allah, and go to bed 
asking Allah for Jannah and seeking protection from Jahannnam. 


Translated by: 


A.H.Elias (Mufti) 
May Allah be with him 


Safar-1438, November-2016 
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Markaz Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah 
An Institution, A Movement 


An Overview of Departments: 

> Department for Hifz (Memorization) of Quran 

> One year Specialization in Research and Guidance, for 
Ulama, Shawwal to Sha’ban 

> Annual 12 days Course for Research on Masa’il, for Ulama 
and Students in Sha’ban 

> Monthly 3 days Tahqigq ul Masail Course (for the public), 
Starts on evening of 1st Thursday of every month till 

Sunday 10AM 

> Monthly Congregation and Correctional Discourse, 1st 
Thursday of every month, after Maghrib Prayer 

> Deparment of Research and Books Writing 

>  Maktba Ahl-us-Sunnah wal Jama’ah, for distribution of 
Intellectual and Ideological Books, Magazines, CDs and 
Posters 

> Markaz Islah-un-Nisa’ , Institute for Women's religious 
education and ethical training 

> Ahnaf Media Services, for Propagation of Islamic Culture 
through Electronic and Print media. 

> Ahnaf Trust, for the financial assistance in all departments 
mentioned above. 


Support “Markaz Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah” in all the 
above sectors with your donations. 

Khubaib Ahmad. Acc No. 14010101070744 

Swift Code (IBAN): PK33MEZN0014010101070744 
Meezan Bank. Civil Lines Branch. Sargodha 

Further Details: +923008172087 markazhanfi@gmail.com 


